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To  Publisher  §f  the  Weekly  It  has  been  already  fti owed,  that,  iii 
Magazine*  confeqiiencc  of  the  inclination  of  th^ 

axis  of  the  earth  to  the  plane  of  the 
Devotion  daughter  of  aftronomy,  ecliptic,  the  days  and  nights  at  the  equa- 
An  undevout  ajironomer  is  mad,  tor  arc  always  of  an  equal  length,  and 

Young,  of  confequence  the  variation  of  the  dc* 
SIR,  grec  of  heat,  aW  different  feafons  of  the 

Having  been  neceffanly  employed  year,  is  very  inAnfiderable ;  fo  that  tbq 
about  other  affairs  for  fomc  time  heat,  beine  thus  equally  divided  through- 
paft,  I  have  not  had  time  to  finifh  the  ob-  out  fhe  whole  year,  never  arrives  to  fuch 
iervations  upon  the  oeconomy  of  nature  a  degree  of  intenfity  as'to  become  infup- 
with  regard  to  the  diftribution  of  the  portable  to'man  (unicfs  from  particular 
feafons  in  different  parts  of  the  earth  catifcs)  or  ^dellruftive  to  vegetable!^ 
^Vol.  XX.  P.a59.];  and,  as  you  may  This  heat  is,  moreover,  confiderably  di¬ 
now,  perhaps,  have  many  readers  who  minlflied  by  the  conflant  fucerflton  of 
did  not  take  your  Magazine  at  tbattime^  windi  that  neceffarily  flows  from  .either 
it  appeared  to  me  in  fome  meaftire  pole,  during  the  whole  year,  towards 
doubtful  ,i\hether  it  would  be  moftell-  thefc  regions,  which,  bringing  along 
gtble  to  leave  it  unfinilhed,  or  tp  go  on;  with  it  an  extraordinary  degree  of  moi& 
But,  left  your'  former  readers  fliould  ture,  occafion  thele  periodical  raln^  tjh^ 
think  that  it  is  treating  them  with  too  conftitutes  their  winter,  and  drmchtf 
Tittle  refpeA,  and  to  fatisfy  fuch  as  may  the  earth  with  fuch  a  fupcrabundance  m 
have  a  deflre  lo^profecute  the  ftudy  of  moifture  at  that  particular  feah^ir,  aa  to 
nature,  I  have,  with  fome  reludance,  make  vegetables  of  every  fort  fpring  up 
been  induced  to  flnifh  that  elTay,  which  with  fuch  amazing  vigour  as  ouickly  to 
is  now  at  your  fervice,  having  briefly  re-  cover  the  whole  lurface  of  the  eartl|^ 
cipitulatcr  as  much  of  the  former  re-  and  by  their  fpreading  leaves  fo  Iha^ 
marks  at  may  make  thefe  that  follow  in-  the  ground^  aa  to  retain  'about 
IcUigible  to  your  new  readcra* 
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roots  as  much  moifturc  as  is  fufficient  to  but  it  far  exceeds  the  higheft  comprchnt- 
bring  them  to  perfciftion.  fion  of  the  mod  enlightened  among  man- 

Bdt  in  climates  of  a  higher  latitude,  kind  fully  to  comprehend  the  beauty  or 
where  the  rays  of  the  fun  fall  more  ob-  perfection  of  any  of  the  operations  of 
bquely  upon  the  furfacc  of  the  earth,  the  infinitely  peifeCf  Creator  and  Pre- 
and  aft  with  fuch  diminiflied  power  as  ferver  of  this  univerfe.  Our  province  is 
would  have  been  infufficient  to  keep  the  to  be  humble,  ai  d  adore, 
juices  of  plants  in  a  Huid  (late,  if  there  One  confe<|ucnce  that  refults  from 
had  been  no  diverfity  of  feafons,  as  at  the  diftribution  of  the  feafons,  juft  novr 
the  equator,  lAjneficent  Nature,  with  a  deferibed,  is,  that,  during  the  fummer 
providence  that  ought  to  excite  our  I'ealbn,  the  heat  at  the  pole  is  perhaps  as 
grateful  adoration,  by  detaining  the  fun  great  for  a  Piort  time  as  at  the  equ;.U)r. 
lb  long  above  the  horizon  during  the  ilowever  paradoxical  this  may  to  fomc 
fummer  feafon,  has  concentrated  the  appear,  yet  we  have  very  good  rcafon  to 
whole  heat  of  the  year  into  a  Ihort  pc-  fuppofe  that  the  difference  is  but  very  in- 
riod,  fo  as  that,  at  that  period,  the  earth  confiderable.  Dr  Halley,  long  a^o,  by  a 
is  loofcncd  from  her  iron  fetters,  vege-  mathematical  demonftration,  fhpwcd  the 
table  juices  are  put  in  motion,  plants  probability  of  it  [Philof.  Tranraft.];and 
fpring  up  in  a  moment,  and  haften  to  we  now  know,  from  aftual  experience, 
perfect  their  feeds  with  a  rapidity  nn-  that  grain  ripens  as  quickly  in  fome  nor- 
known  sfcn  in  the  equatorial  regions;  tliern  climates  as  in  thofe  under  the  line, 
and,  after  having  produced  food  in  abun-  The  ufual  time  that  corn  is  in  the 
dasjcc  for  man  and  beaft,  the  unwearied  giound  in  the  torrid  zone  is  from  two 
fun  gradually  retires  to  produce  the  fame  to  three  months;  nor  is  it  longer  in  the 
bi  neficent  effefts  upon  the  oppofite  he-  frigid  zone.  At  Cape  Corfe,  lat.  4°  49, 
mirphere,  leaving  thefe  regions  for  a  corns  were  fown  the  middle  of  March, 
time  locked  up  with  froft,  and  buried  in  and  reaped  the  ^4111  of  Ma^,  which  is  6$ 
darknefs,  till  he,  in  his  annual  courfe,  days  [Phil.Tranfi  Vol.  ii.j;  but  the  bi- 
again  return,  bringing  with  him  light  fliop  of  Bergen  fays  [Nat.  Hift.  of  Nor¬ 
and  life  to  thefe  dreary  regions,  and  joy  way,  P.  21. 3 »  that  corns  ufually  ripen  in 
and  animating  hope  to  the  inhabitants  fix  weeks  or  two  months  in  Norway, 
thereof.  which  is  42  or  60  days ;  and  in  Sweden, 

When  we  rtfleft  upon  this  i^eautiful  from  the  authinity  of  Alaus  Magnus,  in 
opcoromy  of  nature;  when  we  confider  36  days;  and  Linnjcus  [proleg.  to  Flora 
that  the  length  of  day  during  the  fum-  Lappon.]  fays,  that  barley  was  fown  in 
mer  feafon,  and  confequenfly  the  pro-  Lapland  on  May  3 1.  and  reaped  July  28. 
portional  incrcafc  of  heat  at  that  period  /.  e.  in  58  days ;  and  rye  fown  May  31. 
is  always  in  exaft  proportion  to  the  ob-  was  reaped  Auguft  j.  ;.  e.  in  66  days; 
liquity  of  the  fun’s  ray/,  being  greateft  all  of  which  arc  lliorter  periods  than  at 
of  .all  immediately  under  the  poles,  and  Cape  Corle,  or  any  part  of  the  torrid 
gradually  decrcanng  towards  the  equa-  zone  that  I  have  met  with^. 
tor,  where  the  difference  is  nothing,  we  In  all  northern  climates,  this  is  in  fomc 
inuft  indeed  be  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  l^anty  meafure  experienced,  but  the  effefts  of 
and  of  order,  if  we  do  not,  with  unfeign-  the  fun  in  warming  the  air  during  the 
cd  humility,  adore  the  infinite  wifdom  lummer  feafon  is  much  more  confidc- 
and  beneficence  of  that  all-perfeft  Being,  rablc  upon  large  continents  than  on 
avhofc  goodnefs  is  continually  exerted  fmall  i Hands,  or  near  the  fea  coaft,  as  the 
for  our  prefervation  and  well-being,  al-  water  is  not  fufceptible  of  fuch  an  inlcnfc 
though,  in  alnaoft  every  inftance,  unper-  degree  of  heat  as  the  dry  land,  nor  d»>es 
ceivtd  by  us.  How  few  among  the  my-  it  cool  fo  much  during  the  winter  feafon, 
riads  of  mankind  have  been  able  to  oh-  which  is  the  caufc  that, 'in  Poland  and 
tain  any  fort  of  knowledge  of  even  a  ve-  Itulfia,  3cc.  they  expericoce  a  greater  dc- 
ry  little  of  the  fmallcft  of  his  works  !  gree  of  heat  in  fommer,  and  a  more  in- 

•  //It’///,  perhaps^  afford  fome  amufetnerJ  to  Jorne  of  your  readert  to  Jet 
shit  fuhje^i  profecuted  a  little  farther:  /  therefore  fuhjoin  the  follorsiinz 
table,  containing  a  comparative  vier.v  of  the  feafons  between  England  and 
EwedtHs  extra^edfrom  the  Calender  of  Flora,  puolitoed  in  Slillingflcct’iTraftii 
P.IJ9.&C.  .  " 
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trnfe  degree  of  cold  in  winter,  than  is  of  great  good  to  mankind  in  general? 
iimilly  known  in  Great  Britain,  or  the  for,  although  the  influence  of  the  fun  it 
other  maritime  kingdoms  of  Europe.  far  lefs  confiderablc  in  high  latitudes  ihati 
From  this  difpofition  of  nature  refults  in  the  torrid  zone,  and  therefore  he  hat 
another  phoenomenon,  that  is  produdive  a  lefs  irrefifliblc  power  over  the  winds^ 


England* 

Jan. 

16.  Snow-drop  blows 
Feb. 

11.  Wagtail  appears 
Hazel-tree,  F. 

March. 

21.  Afp-tree,  F. 

i8.  Sweet  violet,  F. 

29.  Primrofe,  F. 

April. 

6.  Swallow  returns 
16.  March  marygold,  F. 

22.  Afli-trce,  L. 

May. 

1 2.  Barberry,  F. 

26.  Wild  tanly,  F. 

28.  Berry-bearing  alder,  F. 
June. 

2.  Water  elder,  F. 

18.  Yarrow,  F. 

30.  Currants  ripe 
July. 

2.  Carrot,  F. 

16.  Mugwort,  F. 

28.  Sow  thifllc  tree,  F. 
Aug. 

I.  Soapwort,F. 

5.  Tanfy,  F. 

12.  Burdock,  S. 


Snueden,  Difference, 
April.  Days, 


n- 

April. 

U* 

12. 

April. 

19- 

May. 

3- 

15- 

May. 

9- 

21. 
21. 

June. 
8.  ' 
16. 
16. 
June. 
14* 
»3- 
July. 

9- 

July. 

9. 

10. 

II. 

July. 

22. ' 

15. 

9- 


)ay8.  Days. 

77.  England  earlier  77. 

60.  >  Med.  England  ) 

49.  b  earlier  S 


Med.  England  (37. 
earlier  C 


C  earlic 
*9‘J 

Vi) 


ed.  England 
earlier 


ed.  England 
earlier 


Med.  F.ngland 
earlier 


?»3» 

1. 


V  \  Med.  Sweden  7  , 

4:5  5 

^^*7  Med.  Sweden  7  . 

earlier 


From  this  table  it  appearst  that^  at  a  medium^  the  autumn  is  21  days  earlier 
in  Snueden  than  in  England^  and  the  jirjl  appearance  offpring  ^7  days  later  ; 
y#  that  their  fpring  and  furnmer  is  98  days  Jhorier  than  in  England^  •which  is 
4efs  than  half  the  time. 

But  nearer  the  pole^  the  fummers  are  Jlill  Jhorter^  and  vegetation  more  ra» 
fid  than  in  S'lveden,  as  may  be  learned  from  the  obfervations  of  ■  ■  —  ■  on  tha 
if  and  of  Spitsbergen,  printed  in  the  Recueil  dcs  Voyages  au  Nord.  Amft.  8  volt. 
\%mo  ;  and  the  Siberian  or  Lapland  year  is  divided  in  the  follo*wing  mattner* 
See  Amznit.  Academ.  vol.  iv. 

'June  13.  Snow  mdts.  " 

July  I.  Snowgonc. 

9.  Fields  ^uite  green. 

1 7.  Plants  in  full  growth. 

25.  Plants  in  full  blow.  ^ 

Aug.  2.  Fruits  ripe. 

10.  Plants  filed  their  feeds. 

18.  Snow.  . 

From  this  time  to  June  13.  fno^w  and  ice  s  fo  that^  hy  this  aceountf  plants^ 
from  the  coming  out  of  the  ground  to  the  ripening  of  their  feeds^  take-  hut  a 
months  and  the  Springs  fumnter  and  autumn  are  crowded  into  the  fpaac  of 
days,  4 
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yet  his  influence  is  dill  fcnfibly  felt  in 
thi<t  renn'»5t  even  here,  efpecially  in  the 
fummer  fe.if'Mij  a-*  the  dire»51Ii)n  of  the 
wind  is  th-ni  molt  comm»*nly  from  the 
fea  towards  the  Ihore,  whereas,  in  win¬ 
ter,  the  winds  more  frequently  blow 
from  the  land  towards  the  lea  *  ;  fo  that 
the  dama,  ciiol  airfrom  thc  fca,  being 
thus  canied  tow’ards  the  warmed  parts 
of  the  eoutinent,  ferves  to  mitigate  the 
heat  v\hieh  might  laecome  too  fevere,  and 
ikAroy  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  were  It 
not  from  thiseaufe;  and.  as  the  winds 
are  not  I’o  damp  as  in  tne  torrid  zone, 
anil  are  fnbieCl  to  variatiiMi'.  Horn  many 
dil'I  reiit  caid'es,  this  pruduc.es  fref]'aent 
iiUKhrale  lliowers  during  that  feafon, 
which  ferve  admirably  to  rcfrtlh  the 
pl.aut",  and  carrv  foi  ward  vegetation  in  a 
mild  and  kindlv  manner,  inftead  of  in¬ 
terrupting  it  in  a  great  rncalnre,  as  wouul 
liave  been  tlie  cafe  if  fuch  deluges  of 
rain  fell  as  in  the  equatorial  regions. 

but,  as  mtK-n  m'uftme  alway:>  retards 
vegetation,  if  even  quantity  evapora¬ 
ted  in  the  p  j*..r  region  had  been  equally 
let  fall  uoou  the  ground  during  the  fum- 
intr  feaiiui,  there  would  have  been  I'ome 
danger  that  the  di  art  time  that  it  Ci)UU- 
nue  would  not  have  ix-en  fufTicieut  to 
allow  vegtlabk'-  to  perlV^d  their  feii!-, 
ti>  prevtui  which,  all  provident  iVature 
h  ith  rail'ctl  up  monntams  of  a  miKle»^ate 
height  hi  every  Country,  and  endued 
them  with  a  ixeuliar  atti  adive  power,  fo 
as  to  lira"'  towaril*-  tiieinrelvcs  lot  wa^ 
lerv  clouds,  and  make  them  there  depo- 
fit  their  moiftnre  in  much  greater  abun¬ 
dance  than  ’  upon  the  plain'jJ;  from 
which  eaufc  thele  hills,  which  arc 
by  nature  unfit  for  cultivation,  and 
which,  >^iihout  this  extraordinary  fup- 

.  •  In  fttmmer  the  nvind  •with  us  in 
Kurtpe  hlL*ws  ufually  frow  the  •wejlet  n 
pointt^  in  North  America  jrovi  the 
eafi^  that  is,  from  the  fea  tonvards  the 
land. 

1  Fenv  pfr/ont  can  he  ignorant  that 
in  general  much  more  rain  fails  du- 
ring  fuwttjer  upon  mountaneous  coun¬ 
tries  than  on  vai/ies  :  and  many  of 
your  readers  may  probably  have  ohfer- 
xed  the  clouds  feparate  in  a  valley^ 
and  recede  to  the  hilh  on  either  fde  of 
St.  Such  as  nvould^-e'i/h  to  fee  a  beau¬ 
tiful  aex'ohnt  of  ili  cauje  cf  this ^  and 
ether  pho'n'imena  of  the  fame  kinj, 
T'tiiy  confuit  tr«iik.iiQ‘#  Flcdricity,  and 
ct^cr  trail/. 


ply,  would  be  dry  and  barren,  are  by  it. 
frequcnllv  rendered  fertile.and  pleafant; 
and  the  rivers  which  flow  from  them  arc, 
through  fummer,  Uipplicd  with  moifture, 
while  the  plains,  by  being  more  dry,  arc 
rendered  warmer  and  more  early. 

But,  notwithftanding  that  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  moiflurc  that  falls  upon  the  hills 
is  much  greater  than  falls  uponr  the 
plains,  there  would  (till  be  danger  that 
the  harveft  might  be  too  much  retarded, 
if  the  whole  that  is  evaporated  during 
the  continuance  of  the  warm  weather 
were  to  be  let  fall  upon  the  ground  du¬ 
ring  that  feafon :  but,  as  the  nights  are 
then  fo  fliort,  and  the  lun  defeends  fo 
obliquely,  and  goes  fuch  a  fliort  way  be¬ 
low  the  horizon,  the  air  has  hardly  time 
to  cool  to  any  cqnhderable  degree,  and 
is  thus  enabled  to  fiifpend  a  great  part 
of  the  moiflurc  difl'olved  therein  during 
the  whole  of  that  feafon.  Air  diflblves 
winter,  and  keeps  it  fufpended  therein  in 
the  Hate  of  vapour  in  the  fame  manner 
as  water  difl'jlves  nitre,  or  any  other  fait. 
When  the  air  is  warm,  it  is  capable  of 
furpending  in  it  a  great  proportion  of 
water  without  being  perceived,  but 
when  it  coi.ls  it  lofes  its  power  as  a  fol- 
venr,  and  a  great  part  of  the  w'atcr  U  let 
fall  in  the  form  of  dew  or  otherwife,  in 
the  fame  manner  a«  warm  water  will 
difTolve  a  great  quantity  of  nitre;  but 
when  it  is  allowed  to  cool,  a  confiderable 
part  of  it  is  let  fall  in  its  proper  form. 
VVe  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  this 
cbfervation  verilkd  almoft  every  day  in 
frefly  weather  in  winter;  for,  in  any 
room  wheie  ary  number  of  perfons  have 
been  fitting,  and  the  air  is  impregna¬ 
ted  with  the  damp  arifing  from  their 
breath,  as  the  cold  of  the  evening  ap¬ 
proaches,  it  is  coiidenled  upon  the  w’in-’ 
dow’S,  and  trickles  down  the  infidc  there¬ 
of,  or  i®  frozen  l>eforc  the  morning  into 
beautiful  foliage  upon  the  panes  of  glafs*' 
In  tumnuT  fuch  phccnoracna  art  much, 
more  rare';  but  when  plants, .by  the. 
influence  of  the  fun,  have  been  rearr 
ed,  their  feeds  brought  to  perfcc- 
ticn,  the  harveft  fafely  gathered  in, 
and  all  the  animal  creation  thus  abun- 
da'ntly  fupplied  with  food;  when  thus 
his  influence  becomes  for  a  time  no  lon¬ 
ger  neceflary,  the  fan  withdraws  to  othef 
regions,  and  carries  to  the  inhabitants 
thereof  the  hlcftings  that  aocomp^oy  hllll 
in  his  eourie;  then  the  coM,  which  wat 
for  a  time  fufpended  by  his  prefeDce,rc- 
Urns  with  double  fury ;  the  cloudt  trf 
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finvv  condenfeJ,  and  pour  forth  plenti¬ 
fully  all  their  abundant  (fores  of  water; 
and  the  earth  becomes  fucccflively 
drenched  in  water,  covered  with  fnow, 
or  pinched  by  froft;  while  mai,  his  film- 
nier  well  employed,  his  (lores  fecured. 

Sits  by  the  foetal  fircy  and  happy  hears 
7/)’  esic hided  tempejl  idly  rave  along. 

Bat,  as  the  cold  becomes  proportionally 
inteiife  during  the  long  winter  that  ne- 
ctdarilv  reigns  about  the  polar  regions, 
bountiful  Nature  ftill  wonderfully  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  prefervation  of  every  ani- 
H'.ate  being,  as  that  very  cold,  that  would 
bv.*  in  Q-anger  of  killing  animals,  nccelTi- 
rily  produces  upon  them  a  thicker  and 
clolfer  fur  than  they  would  have  had 
tlfewhere*,  which  defends  them  from 
the  rigour  of  the  winter;  and,  as  the 
roots  of  tender  vegetables  w’ould  be 
owickly  killed,  if  expofed  naked  to  the 
intenie  froft  (liat  necelTirily  takes  place 
in  thefe  regions,  the  watery  vapours, 
which  W'ere  fufpended  in  the  air  during 
the  fummer  feafon,  when  condeiifed  by 
the  power  of  cold,  are  precipitated  in  a 
folid  (late,  fo  as  to  cover  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  the  earth  with  a  deep  and  impe¬ 
netrable  covering,  more  impermeable  by 
cold  tiun  the  furs  of  animals  themfelves; 
under  ti»c  protedion  of  which  the  moft 
tender  plants  are  preferved  alive,  fo  as  to 
begin  lo  grow  in  the  fpring,  even  before 
the  fnow  is  intirely  diftfol ved  f,  that  no 
part  of  the  (hort  fealbn  they  enjoy  may 
be  lt»ft,  but  that  they  may  advance  with 
an  uninterrupted  rapidity  towards  per- 
IcCi.on. 

Yours,  &c.  Cl  MON. 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
Magazine. 

S  T  R, 

IHOPFD  that  fomc  of  your  numerous 
corrcfptnidentR  would  have  impro¬ 
ved  upon  the  plan  that  1  fuggefted  on 

^  It  is  nvell  knonvn  that  the  fur  of 
the  fame  fpaiet  of  animals y  •when 
ftunj  in  a  temperate  climatCy  is  not 
near  fo  fine  or  clefs  as  others  of  the 
fame  fpeciet  produced  in  extreme  cold 
regions. 

t  IV hen  the  fno*w  melted  on  the 
ijland  of  Spitzhergen,  the  graft  under 
it  nvas  of  the  finejl  verdurcy  and  many 
of  the  plants  fo  far  advanced  as  to  be 
jujl  ready  to  burjl  into  fiuwryr^Vidt 
Kcc.  del  Voy.  au  Nord. 


fomc  former  occafions,  for  corredling 
common  defeats  of  language,  but  as  none 
feems  to  be  dcfirous  of  purluing  that 
plan,  1  fend  you  the  following  hints, 
with  a  view  to  turn  their  attention  to  a* 
nother  peculiarity  of  our  language  at 
prefent  perhaps  too  little  attended  to; 
but  as  I  have  neither  leifure  to  btftovr 
in  ferious  ftudics  of  this  kind,  nor  incli-* 
nation  to  enter  into  long  continued 
difquifitions  of  this  fort,  I  only  mean  to 
fugged  I'omc  ideas  that  may  be  further 
profecuted  and  difeufled  more  fully  by 
fuch  of  your  ingenious  corrcfpundenU. 
as  may  chiife  to  do  it. 

Some  one  of  your  correfpondents  once 
I  think  ob('crved,  that  it  is  become  fo, 
much  the  fa(hion  of  late  to  follow  the 
Englifti  nation  in  every  thing,  that  many 
of  our  writers  fpoll  their  language,  by 
rejefting  every  word  or  phiafe  that  is  pe¬ 
culiar  to  Scotland,  without  perhaps  ex¬ 
amining  whether  or  not  the  £ngli(h  has 
any  other  that  could  be  fubftituted  in  its 
dead  with  propriety ;  and  as  1  am  well 
convinced,  that  the  £ngii(h  have  loft 
fome  of  their  old  words  which  arc  ftill 
retained  by  the  Scots,  and  have  fubfti¬ 
tuted  none  other  in  their  Head,  it  would 
appear  to  me  more  judicious  in  us,  to 
diflingiitdi  all  thefe  cafes  accurately,  and 
retain  thete  words  and  phrafesto  help  to' 
enrich  our  mother  language,  rather  than 
by  rejecting  them,  oblige  ourfelves  to 
have  recourfc  to  a  tedious  circumlocu¬ 
tion,  or  imperfcdl  phrafcology,  which 
might  have  been  avoided,  by  retaiotne 
fuch  particular  words  as  have  no  ex  an 
fynonymes  in  the  Engliih  language. 
Such  was  heretofore  the  pradlice  of  the 
teveral  dates  of  Greece,  which  helped* 
not  a  little  to  bring  their  language  to 
that  perfection  for  which  it  has  been  fo 
long  and  judly  admirc<f.  The  following 
examples  will  ferve  as  a  fpeciroen  of, 
what  1  mean ;  but  as  I  cannot  pretend 
to  be  a  perfect  judge  of  the  Englidi  lan¬ 
guage,  if  I  (hould  fall  into  any  error  on 
that  head,  I  make  no  doubt  but  fuch  of 
your  readers  as  are  capable  will  corrcCl, 
and  the  others  cxcufc  me. 

Th  iR,  is  a  word  dill  retained  in  Scot¬ 
land,  although  it  has  been  long  difuied 
in  England ;  nor  is  there,  that  I  knour 
of,  any  other  phrafe  of  the  fame  import 
fubftituted  in  iu  dead.  Few  of  your 
readers  will  need  an  explanation  of  that 
word,  as  they  will  in  general  know,  that 
it  is  applied  to  exprefs  a  plutality  of  obf 
je^  prefent  god  nesr,  in  oppo^op 
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THESE,  which  denotes  the  fame  plura-  this  to  denote  the  moft  near,  and 
lity  of  obje<5t:s  at  a  diftance:  Thus  \vc  the  moft  remote :  but  this  is  plainly  not 
fay  thir  trees  (meaning  trees  very  near  the  original  meaning  of  the  words,  they 
tlie  rpeaker)  are  taller  than  thffe  ^point-  being  forced  to  perform  this  double  of- 
ing  to  others  within  view  at  a  diftance) ;  fice,  for  want  of  others  peculiarly  ap- 
and  in  the  fame  manner,  thir  eggs,  thir  propriated  to  that  nfe. 

Itoncs,  meaning  a  number  of  ftones.  If  the  learned  doeftor  had  divefted  him- 
&c.  at  hand,  in  opposition  to  others  at  felt  of*  the  partial  ideas  of  grammar  that 
a  diftance,  which  would  bj  denominated  he  had  learned  when  a  child,  and.  ^onfi- 
the/e.  If  there  is  any  word  in  the  Eng-  dcred  thefc  words  as  definitives^  %rhich 
liih  language  exactly  fynonymous  to  they  really  are,  and  not  pronouns^  as 
this,  1  am  inhrely  ignorant  of  it.  the  Latins  filfely  imagined,  he  would 

It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  improper  here  not,  in  all  probability,  have  given  him 
to  take  notice  of  an  error  into  which  felf  the  trouble  of  fecking  fo  often  for 
Dr  Johnfon  has  fallen  on  the  fubjc<ft  of  fanciful  analogies,  which  have  no  exif- 
pronouns,  which  might  mlflead  inatten-  tcncc  in  the  nature  of  our  language,  as 
live  readers.  Thefc^  he  fays,  is  tlie  plu-  l;c  has  done  in  this,  and  many  other  in* 
ral  of  /A/j,  and  th^fie  the  plura!  of  that,  ftances  in  his  grammatical  difqiiintions. 
Now,  the  truth  is,  that  b  )th  this  and  Mae  is  another  Scots  word,  for  which 
/Ail/ (when  iK)t  a  conjuniitlon)  denotea  I  know  no  exac^  fynonyme  in  Englilh. 
ftngle  obje(^h;  but  wliether  they  have  any  Mae  in  Scotland  is  employed  to  denote 
repilar  plurals  or  not,  may  perhaps  ad-  an  cxccfs  of  objcvfts  that  can  be  numbered, 
nit  of  a  doubt;  for  although  thefc  and  while  snair  or  snore  is  employed  to  dc- 
thofe’xrQ  words  that  denote  plurality,  yet  note  an  excefsof7Mi!jr7///yorquality;  thus 
it  would  perhaps  be  difficult  to  fay  that  we  fay,  snair  or  more  water,  wine,  &c. 
they  have  any  other  words  that  could  be  and  never  mae,  while  we  fay  mae  trees, 
properly  called  their  fnigMlars.  But,  not  ftones.  See.  never  ;/!<//>  ;  while  the  Eng- 
to  enter  into  this  difciiffion  at  prefent,  liili  arc  obliged  to  apply  the  word  moret 
allow  me  only  to  obferve,  that  if  this  to  denote  an  excefs  cither  in  number^ 
muft  have  a  plural,  the  word  thir  has  a  quantity,  or  quality,  which  mult  fare* 
much  better  ti»lc  to  that  denomination  ]y  be  confidered  as  a  defeat, 
than  thefe  ;  and  if  thefe  has  a  fingiilar,  But  this  defeat  will  be  more  eafily  per¬ 
il  can  he  no  otiicr  word  hut  that  ;  for  ceived,  if  \vc  lake  the  words  which  con- 
.ns  wc  fay  this  tree  (prefent  or  near)  in  trait  more  in  the  EngliiTi  language,  as 
oppolilion  to  that  tree  (at  a  diftar.cc),  thry  have  in  this  cafe  two  words  equiva* 
;md  thir,  not  this  trees  (prefent  or  near)  lent  to  our  saae  and  mair — thefe  arc /(/} 
in  onjK^fition  to  thefe  trees  (at  a  dif-  and  /ewer.  Thus,  for  quantity  or  qua- 
t  «nce),  it  is  plain,  that  that  denotes  a  lity,  /e/r  is  the  word,  as,  lefs  wine,  lefs 
Imglc  objed,  and  thefe  a  plurality  of  oh-  courageous,  £“^0.  whereas,  for  any  thing 
jc^ls  in  the  fame  ftate,  sit.,  at  a  diftance,  that  can  be  numbered,  it  is  Jenver,  as, 
within  view,  while  thit  and  thir  denote  fe'wer  trees,  fienver  ftones,  See, ;  nor 
the  fame  fingularity  and  plurality  of  ob-  could  thefe  terms  in  any  cafe  be  tranfpo- 
jfifts  near;  fothat  if  wc  muft  give  thefe  fed,  or  ufed  indifferently;  but  they  lay 
^mmouns  number,  they  can  with  propri-  equally  more  or  le/s  wine,  more  or  lefi 
ety  he  clalTed  in  no  other  manner.  courageous,  more  or  fenver  trees,  tnore 

The  w’ord  thofe  is  in  a  peculiar  man-  or  fe^wer  ftones,  &c.  The  word  more 
rcr  appropriated  to  denote  any  object  is  therefore  obliged  to  become  a  contraft 
that  is  rcoolWIed  by  the  mind  (not  re-  both  to  lefs  and  fe^ver whereas  to 
cognlfed  by  the  fenfes)  at  a  diftance,  Scotlaml,  more  or  mair  is  exadly  the 
when  oppofed  to  fomc  other  more  near  contraft  of  lefs,  and/zrjeisas  perfed* 
that  is  coiitrafted  to  it  by  the  w’ord  thefe.  contraft  to  je^veer. 

Thus  if  we  fay  thofe  men  were  more  va-  To  scale  is  another  Scots  word, 
bant  than  thefe,  the  phrafe  neceifarily  has  not  one  correfponding  to  H  in  Eng” 
implies,  that  two  bodies  of  men  had  for-  liffi,  being  applied  to  denote  the  empty 
merly  been  particularly  mentioned,  thofe  ing  any  veffcl  of  its  contents  by  secident, 
referring  to  them  that  had  been  ftrft  men-  when  thefc  contents  admit  of  being  ndW 
tioned,  and  t^'efe  to  the  laft.  When  bered;  avhereas,  when  it  is  a  fluid 
two  fmgle  obje^fts  are  thus  recalled  to  the  Englilh  word  to  spill  is  appn<®* 
tbe  mind,  they  arc  in  the  fame  manner  Thus,  if  a  meafurc  of  wheat,  Of  | 
centrafted  the  words  this  and  that^  ther  kind  of  grain,  5cc.  were  accioei*^ 


f 
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r ; thus 
e,  &c. 

-  trees, 
e  Eng- 

morCt 
tmter, 
t  I'arc- 


ly  per- 
;h  con- 
age,  as 
rqiiiva- 


t^lly  inclined  to  one  fide,  fo  as  to  lofe 
fomc  of  the  grain,  we  w'ould  fay,  take 
circ  and  do  not  fcale  the  wheat,  &c. ; 
whereas,  if  it  were  water,  or  any  other 
fluid,  it  would  be,  do  not  fpiltxU 
The  original  and  proper  meaning  of 
the  word  was  as  above ;  but,  like  many 
other  words,  it  has  been  extended  fo  as 
to  denote  fomething  elfe  upon  particular 
oceafions:  Thus  the  emptying  of  a 
chiirch  after  divine  fervicc  is  called  the 
/tv/Z/.i;  thereof;  and  hence  the  difper- 
fn)ti  of  cny  crowd  is  called  the  Scaling 

thereof. 

I  might  give  m-any  other  examples  of 
the  fame  nature  with  thefe  above,  but  I 
would  be  better  pleafed  to  fee  the  fub: 
jcct  prjfccuted  by  another. 

Yours,  &c. 

Scoto-Britannus. 


of  a  Jafper  Van  Sprachen  might  juftly 
challenge,  I  fiaould  furcly  fall  fijort  of 
fuch  elevated  merit.  1  will  therefore 
confine  myfelf  to  the  lefs  arduous, though 
equally  benevolent  talk  of  fubmitting  to 
his  judgment  a  few  well  meant  obferva- 
tions  upon  the  manner  in  which  he  treats 
the  memory  of  his  worthy  progenitor. 

Among  the  many  mottos  with  which 
his  good  talle,  and  early  acquaintance 
with  the  claflics,  appear  to  have  en¬ 
riched  his  memory,  1  think  it  (Irange  he 
has  not  given  a  place  to  that  fentcnce 
of  an  anlient  fage,  w'hich  was  repro- 
nounced  upon  a  certain  occafion  by  a 
very  witty  gentleman  ftill  alive,  who  I 
doubt  not  is,  by  the  mother*!  fide,  a' 
kinfman  of  Jafper’s : 


De  mortuis  nil  nifi  honnm. 


To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
Magazine. 

S  I  R, 

IT  i  an  obfervation  of  fomc  very  grave 
and  profound  writers,  that  biographi¬ 
cal  details  of  eminent  perfons  arc  at  once 
the  mod  entertaining  ;ind  inftru(ftive  ar¬ 
ticle  of  literature.  Being  myfcifavery 
fincere  convert  to  this  opinion,  you  may 
eafily  guefi?  the  plcafure  it  gave  me,  to 
find,  among  your  correfpondents,  fo  a- 
b!e  a  biographer  as  Mr  Jafper  Van  Spra¬ 
chen.  Though  he  has  hitherto  deve¬ 
loped  the  branches  of  that  iliuftrious 
family  only  from  w'hich  he  is  himlclf  de- 
feended  (a  tree  of  genealogy,  that  by  the 
way  I  am  forry  to  fee  compared  to  a 
gallows,  as  this  is  furcly  an  ill  omen  for 
poor  Jafper,  its  only  furviving  branch) ; 
yet  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  extend  his 
cnquirie»i  great  deal  farther;  which,  if 
he  doe^,  it  will  he  infinitely  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  department  of  the  belies 
Icttres;  finceTn  him  arc  united  the  pati¬ 
ence  and  attention  of  a  Dutchman,  as 
he  is,  to  the  fire  and  vivacity  of  Italy  or 
France. 

Nothing  can  be  more  exa^  than  the' 
w  hole  of  Mr  Van  Sprachcn*8  account  of 
hi*  pedigree,  up  to  the  top  of  ParnafluH 
itfcif;  and  to  (hew  that  his  accuracy  has 
not  deferted  him  rowards  ll>c  end,  he 
alTures  us  with  the  mol!  folemn  afiVvera- 
tioB,  that  he  is  lineally  defeended  of  his 
own  father;  a  very  remarkable  circum- 
Aanre,  and  worthy  of  the  precifioo  of  a 
Dutchman  ! 

Were  I  to  enter  on  that  extenfivc  pa¬ 
negyric  wUhdi  the  genius  and  erudition 


However  poflibly  our  friend  Jafper,  like 
too  many  rich  people  in  the  worlds 
b'lgging  himfclf  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
Icafe  of  Grimgribbcr,  the  family  inheri¬ 
tance,  fears  nothing,  either  from  dead 
men  or  HviTigi 

Had  young  Jafper  confined  the  acri¬ 
mony  of  his  remarks  to  the  fixth  or  fc- 
venth  generation  backward  from  his  fa¬ 
ther  HeiJtor  Girnigo,  one  might  have  a- 
feribed  this  circiiniltancc  to  the  natural 
failure  of  blood  at  the  dillancc  of  fo  ma¬ 
ny  generations:  But  when,  contrary  to 
all  the  feelings  of  kindred,  his  (plccn  is 
poured  out  more  copious  and  more  cor- 
rofive  as  the  connexion  approaches 
nearer  to  that  of  parent  and  child ;  and 
when  in  particular  he  loads  with  fVrange 
abufc  his  own  very  grandfather,  I 
confefs  to  you,  the  young  man,  notwiih- 
llanding  his  promifing  geiws  and  grtit 
learning.  Teems  to  me  to  lUnd  in  need  of 
rebuke  and  correction. 

From' the  extreme  irreverence  which 
the  memory  of  his  laid  grandfather  (hiiA 
meets  at  the  hands  of  Jafper,  the  Ton  of 
Girnigo,  I  am  tempted  even  to  doubt 
the  veracity  of  this  biographer,  or  to 
fuppofe  at  lealt  hi*  delcent  illegitimate ;  a 
circumltance  which  may  not  unnaturally 
excite  envy  againfi  that  lawful  ilFue* 
who,  notwithfianding  what  I  have  alrea¬ 
dy  laid,  are  perhaps  in  pofiVlTion  of  the 
fnmity  inheritance,  the  fpirit  and  fire  of 
the  parent*  roufe,  and  the  lucrative  Icafe. 
of  Grimgribbcr ;  tnd  may  induce  him  to 
Llot,  with  undiltinguilhing  infamy,  hii 
kinfman's  name,  although  at  the  cxpence 
of  bis  own. 

1  hare  the  honctor  to  know  fo  mew  hat 
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of  the  merit  of  his  fuppofed  grand  fire, 
and  therefore  it  is  no  wonder  if  I  deplore 
the  degeneracy  of  young  jafper.  The 
Itrange  creed  aferibed  to  the  old  gentle¬ 
man,  and  the  fingular  epithet  of  equivo^ 
cat  progeny^  fo  woefully  mifapplied, 
give  realon  to  fear,  that  the  youthful 
VTan  Sprachen  will  fooncr  or  later  fall  a 
facritioe  to  a  difeafe  endemical  in  the  fa¬ 
mily,  and  already  produ<5livc  of  fuch 
fad  confequence*:  to  it,  d»)wnward  from 
the  time  of  Endymioii’s  intrigue  with 
the  moon  upon  mount  Latinos,  to  the 
lift  day  of  Heftor  Girnigo,  whofc  fatal 
lunacy  is  fo  pathetically  mourned  by 
Jafper,  his  beloved  fon  and  heir. 

Let  us  attend  then  to  the  prefent  cafe  of 
pool  Jafper.  Jalper  begins  to  tell  a  hu- 
niorou.>  ftory  of  bulls  roaring,  men 
dreaming,  and  ladies  hiccupiiig ;  at 
length  the  wildnefs  of  his  fancy  over¬ 
leaps  all  bounds,  and  having  reached 
even  the  top  of  Latmos,  he  declares  his 
grandfather  to  have  been  a  ravenous 
b<-aft  nvith  a  tail\  that  this  felf-fame 
beaft  had  been  witnefs  to  Adam  and 
Eve  tinging  ballads  up  and  down  the 
ftrects  of  Paradife;  and  finally  that  it 
was  cxanhftated  hy  lapiJation. 

All  Ihefe,  Mr  Printer,  are  in  my  hum¬ 
ble  opinion  certain  fymptoms  of  infa- 
nity :  So,  inftead  of  any  exhortation, 
there  is  more  m'cd  of  fomc  prefeription 
from  the  faculty  for  recovery  of  the  pour 
lad’s  loft  ftnfes.  If  my  advice  were  re¬ 
quired,  though  no  phylician,  my  recipe 
Would  be  for  him,  a  copious  fweal  to  be 
cfie-ilcd  by  tofiTing  in  a  blanket ;  or  if 
that  ftiould  fail,  immerfion  in  a  horfe- 
pond,  with  his  cloaths  on,  by  way  of 
cold  bath.  Yours,  See. 

BelIsarius  Gadaldinus, 
Bernvick'Upofi'Tnveedt  Sept.  4, 

TV  the  PuBLiswER  of  Weekly 
Magazine. 

SIR 

T  SHOULD  be  glad  of  the  opinion  of 
your  correfpoudents  upon  the  fol¬ 
lowing  new,  and  to  me,  important  quef- 
tion. 

My  mother  was  married  to  her  firft 
hulband  only  three  weeks,  when  he  was 
accidentally  killed  b^*  a  fall  from  his 
bone.  Ft)ur  weeks  thereafter  Ihe  mar¬ 
ried  a  fecond  hufband  ;  and  exadlly  eight 
m  jn‘hs  and  a  half  after  her  fccond  mar¬ 
riage  the  was  delivered  of  me,  apparent¬ 
ly  co.me  to  the  full  time;  but  prior  to 
iby  appearaoce  in  the  world  the  lecond 


hulband  died 'alio;  pray,  which  ofthofe 
two  gentlemen  was,  or  ought  to  have 
been  my  father,  according  to  the  law  of 
this  country  ? 

Each  of  them  has  left  a  fmall  eftate. — 
The  relations  of  the  firft  hulband  have 
feized  upon  his  eftate,  under  pretence 
that  he  died  without  ilTue :  Say  they, 
had  you  been  born  the  firft  day  of  the 
feventh  month  after  the  date  of  the  fc¬ 
cond  marriage,  you  would  have  belong¬ 
ed  to  that  marriage,  as  law  has  allowed* 
to  evet7  mother  a  Ihort-coming  of  three 
months. 

Say  the  relations  of  the  fccond  huf* 
band,  you  Iball  not  have  his  eftate,  be- 
caufe  the  fame  law  allows  a  mother  three 
months  over  the  nine ;  and  therefore,*  had 
you  been  born  upon  the  bft  day  of  the 
eleventh  month  after  the  firft  hulhand’i 
death,  you  would  have  been  bit  fon  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes. 

They  fay  further,’  that  fuppofing  the 
allowance  of  three  months  within  oro- 
ver  the  nine,  ftiould  be  found  to  ftrike 
equally  againft  them  both,  yet  they  are 
at  no  lofs  to  make  good  both  their  clairm 
upon  a  feparate  ground.  Nine  months, 
fay  they,  is  fixed  by  experience  as  the 
medium  period  of  a  w'oman’s  pregnan¬ 
cy,  and  the  law  has  humanely  allowed 
three  months  within  or  over,  from  a  pre- 
fumptiiin  tint  it  is  poflible  flie  may  fo  far 
exceed  or  fall  Ihori  of  the  ordinary  time ; 
but  w'herc,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  there  has 
been  an  interference  of  two  lawful  huf- 
bands,  this  legal  prefumption  cannot  be 
admitted ;  and  there  is  no  other  method 
of  determining  this  queftion,  but  by  the 
natural  prefumption  arifing  from  the  or¬ 
dinary  period  of  pregnancy :  and  when 
we  attempt  to  afeertain  your  father  by 
this  rule,  w’e  find,  that  as  you  were  bom 
nine  months  and  a  half  after  the  death 
of  the  firft  hulband,  and  eight  montbl 
and  a  half  after  the  marriage  with  the 
fccond,  the  natural  prefumption  for 
againft  cither  hulband  being  your 
is  equal.  Since,  then,  the  law  will  m- 
mil  you  no  other  father  but  oncorotbw 
of  thofe  two  persons — fince’  you  cannot 
lay  claim  to  any  one  of  thenri  in  I 

rcncc  to  the  other,  anci  fince  it  U  imp^ 
fible  you  can  have  two  father!,  tbcftwrt 
you  have  none  at  all. 

,  Yours,  &c.  -  MelCHII 
■  Edin.  Sept.  1773* 

P.  S.  I  cannot  conceive  hpw  it 
fed  our  kgiflaton;  when  they  altow** 
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womrn  fix  months  latitude  in.lhcir  preg¬ 
nancy,  that  they  did  not  at  the  fame 
tiirc  prohibit  their  contracting  lecond 
iharriages  at  lealt  within  that  time. 

To  the  Publisher  of  Weekly 
MaGAZ  INB. 

S  I  R, 

UR  mlfbcilevera  have  made  many 
attempts,  « ither  to  dtftroy  the  cre¬ 
dit,  or  letfen  the  importance*  of  our  Sa-' 
viours  miracles,  Roujfcctu  exerted 
ftrong  efforts  to  diliprovti  the  miracle  re¬ 
corded  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  John’s 
g'^fpel,  or  rather  to  turn  it  into  ridicule  ; 
but  as  Heep  opens  a  wider  range  for  the 
cxcu'.  fions  of  fancy,  your  fleepy  corre-^ 
fnoiulent  SornnoierJiis  fP.  234.]  has 
feen  in  a  vifion,  fabricated  by  the  drovvfy 
pow<^r,  what  intirely  cfcaped  the  waking 
philoldpher. ,  Happy  would  this  latter 
champion  have  been,  had  he  bit  upon 
Somnolentus’s  tranfiation  of  the  hi  ft  verfe 
of  that  chapter !  Jt  would  have  made 
the  whole  ftorv  nonfenre,‘or  at  leaft  have 
greatly  dimiiufhed  the  import.mce  of  the 
nnracle.  If  the  man  was  not  horn  blind, 
but  became  f'>  by  accident,  how  would 
the  doctors  of  the  law  have  ftared  at  his 
ignorance  when  he  faid,  (ver,  32.)  Since, 
the  World  began  nvaj  it  not  heard  that, 
any  man  opened  the  eyes  of  one  that 
became  blind !  They  could  have  refu¬ 
ted  his  affertion,  by  the  inftance  of  the 
jriracle  performed  at  the  prayer  of  fe- 
lilha  (2  Kings  vi.  20.) ;  yea,  as  fome 
fpccies  of  accidental  blindiKfs  have  beer> 
cured  by  medicinal  appUcalions,  it  would 
have  l>een  falfc  to  affirm  that  no  fuch 
.thing  had  ever  bccti  heard  of  fince  the 
world  was  made.  This  criticilm  is, 
doubtlefs,  the  creature  of  a  dream,  as 
no  i>erfon  in  the  exercife  of  his  fenfes,  in 
the  leaft  acquainted  with  tlie  original 
.G^^eck,  can  anywhere  find  fuch  a  fenfc 
affixed  to  the  word  which  inva¬ 

riably  fignifies  birth  in  every  Greek  wri- 
ter.  Nothing  but  fleep  could  excufe 
fuch  a  blunder.  I  advilc  this  gentleman 
to  take  out  his  nap  before  he  plague  the 
world  with  any  more  criticifms.’ 

The  difTkCufty  which  Philo-Bihlit^n 
.find?  in  llie  ad  verfe  of  that  chapter  is 
'•erycafiiy  folvcd,  by  attending  to  t6e 
jewifh  opinion  anent  the  prc-cxiftcnce 
.and  tranfmigratioo  of  fjuU;  all  which 
they  fuppofed  to  have  Iwen  created  at 
the  cummenerment  of  time,  and  many 
them  punifhed  in  this  world,  for  the 
ims  cummilted  in  feme  pretiout  ftate  cf 
VoL.  XXI. 


exiftence.  In  this  view,  the  difciples’s 
queftion  is  natural  enough  : — Did  tkit 
man  fin  in  his  prc-cxiftent  ftatc,  that 
his  foul  is  thus  puniOied  by  being  thruft 
into  a  blind  bi>dy  ? 

Somnolentus  intreats  fome  of  your 
biblical  corrcfpoiulcn^s  to  favour  him 
v/ith  an  elucidation  of  Ifaiah  xxxvii.  36. 
This  is  the  talk  of  a  fchool-boy  t  r  cow¬ 
herd,  and  not  of  a  critic. .  “  Tell  me* 

*  my  boy,  what  Ifaiah  means,  when  he 

*  fays,  /4n  ant^el  of  the  Lord  fmote  in 

*  the  camp  of  the  tdjfyrians  an  hun^ 

‘  dred  and  fourfeore  and  five  theu^ 

^  f and  i  and  when  they  wje  ea^ly  in 
‘  the  morning,  hthola,  they  were  all 

*  dead  corpfes  ?  Does  he  mean  that  the 
‘  dead  rofe  early  in  the  morning,  as  thia 

*  leai  ned  gentleman  imagines  f,  No, Sir; 

*  he  plainly  means,  that,  when  the  fur- 
‘  vivers.in  the  camp  of  Alf^rU  rofe  in 

*  the  morning,  they  law  the  whole  camp, 
‘  filled  with  corples. — Happy  boy  !  who 

*  has  not  bottled,  wenched,  or  Voltair- 
‘  ed  away  .your  common  leufr,  like  this 
*.  fame  Macaroniau  cridc.,  I  am  afraid* 

*  however,  may  he  1  aid  of  himfelf,  af- 
‘  ter  the  bacchanalian  revels  of  the  night, 

‘  when  he  rofe  late  in. the  morning,  bc- 

*  bold,  he  was  almoft  without  a  meta- 

‘  phor,  a  dead  corpfe.”  . .  . .  , 

The  difficulty  Antefignanui  finds  in 
the  7th  chapter  of  Ifaiah,  concerning  the. 
figii  to  be  given  to  Aha/.,  dclerve s  more 
ferious  attention.'.  It  can  only,  he  .ra'io- 
naliy  folved,  iu  my  opinion,  by  atteiiding' 
to  thc^fiillowihg  rule,  .conimonly  pbfer- 
ved  by  the  holy  Spirit,  in,  dilating, the 
feripture  prophecies:,  The  fam^, words 
convey  a  double  fenfe,  or  the,  fame  len- 
tence  refers  .to  two  events;  diftant  in 
tinie/  and  diftimular  in  nature,  although 
fimilar  in  circumlUnces , — the  one  of 
thefc  events  is*,  proximate,  the  other 
more  remote ;  the  former^  fuon  to  hap¬ 
pen,  the  latter,  in  fome  more  diftant  pe¬ 
riod.  Thefe  are  called  by  Paul  the  lat¬ 
ter  and  the  fpirit :  without  this  key  it  is 
impoftible  to  explain  the  far  greater  part 
of  the  faerrd  prophecies.  'Let  us  apply 
it  to  the  cafe  in  hand. 

.  The  fign  pmmifrd  to  Abaz,  as  a  tokeri 
of  hif  dctiverancc  from  the  oppreflive 
infolcnce  0/  the  kings  of  Ifrac!  and  Sy-. 
ria,  is  the  birth  of  a  ton  by  a  virgin,  who 
liioiild  not  Vic  capable  to  fay  J^atber  antf 
mother,  before  tbc  dcftni^ioo  «.f  thefe 
two  monsriht  by  the  king  of-AiTvrk^ 
This  prophecy,  in  its  literal  fenfe,  plain¬ 
ly  meaut  Maoer-Jhalal-haJh-baX^  whglf 
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name  rvn  to  thf  fpoil^  and 

make  hajie  to  the  denoting  the 

<livinc  intention  in  hi*  birth,  or  that  his 
birth  was  r.  fign  of  the  Ipecdy  dcitrndion 
of  the  confederate  kings  of  Syria  and 
Ifracl.  Tins  is  obvious  enough  from  the 
2th  chapter,  where  we  are  told,  tlial  iin- 
inediateiy  alur  delivering  lhi>  prophery, 
Ifai  di  \^cnt  and  took  faithful  witncOVs 
to  teftify,  thit  on  that  very  day  he  fore- 
tohl,  that  nine  months  after  date  a  pro- 
phetefs  llioiild  Ining  forth  a  fo?),  who 
Ihould  be  called  as  above;  and  that  bC' 
fore  this  I’on  ibonld  have  knowledge  to 
erv.  My  father  and  my  mother,  the  e- 
vciit  foreloiit  llioidd  happen.  This  was 
a  tign  or  vifihle  token  to  the  hourc  of 
David,  that  God  would  tleliver  tiitin 
from  the  tyranny  of  iheie  inveterate 
fees.  So  foon  as  they  faw  this  prophe- 
tefs  with  child,  they  had  a  li  ’n  of  the 
truth  of  the  preJi*ffion ;  and  when  the 
child  was  born  at  the  tinje  predicted,  and 
proved  to  l>e  a  fon,  they  had  dill  ureater 
reafon  to  br  lieve  the  words  of  the  pro¬ 
phet.  In  fifteen  month*  after  they  faw 
the  win, U  V,  rihed,  as  both  Ihefe  kings 
were  f!  fin.  IVkah  bv  Hornea  hi^  fuecef- 
fer,  and  Re/in  by  Tiglath  pilefer  king 
of  AlTvria.  So  true  was  it,  that  before 
the  child  ct  uhl  erv.  Father  and  mother, 
Jndali  was  delivered  from  her  fears. 

In  the  reci>nd  o  y  or  more  remote  fenfe, 
this  prophecy  retcr.s  to  the  biith  of  ti»e 
Mvfinh,  in  whom  onlv  it  received  its 
full  accomplillmunt :  then  a  virgin  con¬ 
ceived,  and  brought  forth  a  fon,  who 
was  a  fign  to  the  lunjfe  of  David  of  GocTs 
deiign  to  deliver  them  fn-m  the  tyranny 
of  i^Tod,  and  from  the  llill  more  de- 
ffrm^five  power  of  their  fpiritnal  enemies, 
llis  incarnation,  too,  was  a  t<  ken  that 
the  feeptre  was  foon  to  depart  from  Ju¬ 
dah.  or  that  Ihc  fbouM  be  forfaken  of 
her  king.  This  more  recondite  image 
in  the  figure  then  flume  fiuth  in  all  its 
glory,  and  was  underfloiHl  in  all  the-full- 
nefs  of  its  fenfe,  when  a  virgin,  flili  con¬ 
tinuing  in  that  Ibte,  brought  foVlh  a 
fun. 

In  this  view  of  the  prophecy  Ifniah 
di'cs  not  mean  that  the  birth  of  Chrift 
was  a  fign  to  Aha/,  of  his  deliveraticc 
from  Ptk.ah  and  Ke/in;  and  confequent- 
1y  Antefignanus’s  objector  is  of  no  force. 
Bui  it  may  be  inquired,  if  Ifaiah  intends 
Maher  fhalal-hafh  b.az,  why  does  he  fay 
Ihcv  lhall  call  hi.,  rame  Immanuel?  I 
antwer,  the  Mrfliah  was  not  called  ex- 
prcfvly  by  this  luuic  mure  than  luiah*» 


fon  :  the  meaning  is,  both  thefc  fons  may 
be  fo  called ;  jefus  in  the  proper  lenit  of 
the  \Vi)rd,  and  Maker,  in  a  fcnlc  ]ci» 
proper,  as  he  wms  a  fign  to  the  huufe  of 
David  that  Ctod  ovas  ouith  them, 

Mark  the  propiicty  of  the  introduc¬ 
tion.  Tlie  prophecy  was  not  fuihlled  in 
its  ultimate  fenlc  in  the  days  of  Ahaz, 
but  w.as  accomplilhed  in  both  fenfes  in 
the  fight  of  the  houfc  of  Judah:  Hence 
Ifaiah  favs  not,  Hear,  O  Ahaz,  but, 
iicar^  0  houfc  of  David,  I  may  add, 
our  trai.llatiou  has  greatly  injured  the 
original  text  iu  verfe  16'.  The  houfc 
of  David  is  repreieiited  as  abhorring 
the  land  of  Judah,  which  is  altogether 
unnatural.  The  Hebrew  reads  thus : 
'The  land  nvhich  thou  haji  ruined  hy 
yniir  iniquities,  or,  the  land  nuhofe  fi- 
nai  dcftrultion  thouapprehendcji^fhall 
be  abandoned  by  both  her  kings,  who 
lord  it  over  her  at  prefent,  as  if  Ihc  were 
their  abfolute  projverty. 

A  little  attention  to  our  own  feclingt 
will  folve  the  difficulty  iu  the  15th  verfe. 
By  butter  and  honey  we  muft  not  under- 
Hand  merely  thefc  two  individual  fpccies 
of  aliment,  but  a  vegetable  diet  in  ge¬ 
neral,  the  only  diet  proper  for  children. 
But  whv  is  this  kin  .1  of  diet  faid  to  in¬ 
fluence  his  mind  in  refuting  the  evil  and 
chiiling  the  goorl  ?  The  reafon  is  obvi¬ 
ous.  Kveiynuiii  feels  the  fympathetic 
coiinecllou  between  b‘.<ly  and  mind  in 
the  human  frame.  Heuce  the  exadnef* 
or  inaccuracy  of  the  determinations  of 
judgment  depend  much  on  the  Italc  of 
the  pafl5ons.  It  is  difficult  to  form  a 
proper  judgment  of  things,  w'hcn  feen 
through  the  mid  which  rifes  from  the 
pertuibati<m  of  paflion.  A  clear  head 
i*?  greatly  indebted  to  a  calm  heart, 
Thefe  appetites  in  particular,  whidr 
have  their  feat  in  the  material  organiza¬ 
tion,  warp  the  judgment ;  and  it  is  con* 
fifllil,  that  theie  muft  be  influenced  by 
the  animal  fluids,  w  hich,  as  they  aree«* 
traifftd  from  the  bodily  aliment,  mwft 
neceflarily  partake  of  its  qualiticf.-^ 
Hence  a  vegetable  diet,  cool  and  lef* 
ftimulating  than  any  other,  muft  have  a 
confidcrable  influence  on  that  tempera¬ 
ture  of  the  fluids,  and  the  correfpoiidio^ 
ftate  of  the  paffions,  which  leaves  thf 
judgment  .at  Icifure  to  give  its  decifioo^ 
In  this  view,  the  fenfe  of  the  palfag^  ** 
plain  and  important:  That  the ^vioW 
may  leave  us  a  perfe<5l  pattern,  hii.rcgt* 
men  fhall  be  diicded  by  fobriety  aw 
Icmpetancc,  the  natural  metbod  of 
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tvning  jud  ideas,  and  of  forming  a  pro¬ 
per  t  ftiinate  oMhings :  Every  man  that 
ftr'tvrth  for  tki  niaficry  u  temperate 


in  ail  things, 

Vuurs,  &c. 


A.  Blair. 


On  the  Ahufe  Learning. 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
MaGAZ  INE. 

S  I  R, 

n  '’I  IE  intention  of  learning  is,  or  ought 
I  to  bt‘,  to  make  men  wifer  and  let¬ 
ter,  to  render  them  more  ufeful  mem¬ 
bers  of  fociety.  When  Inch  arc  its  con- 
fequences  we  mull  pronounce  it  lau¬ 
dable  and  praife- worthy:  But,  alas  !  how 
Icid  )ni  have  we  found  ihlt»  to  lie  the 
cafe?  for  it  is  a  propofuion  perfectly 
c  lear,  that  in  proportion  as  learning  ren¬ 
ders  mankind  more  extenlively  iiletui  to 
f’eiety,  when  its  pirrl'iiits  art  properly 
direcJted,  it  mull  have  the  oppofite  tffed 
when  thefe  take  a  contrary  turn:  of 
this  melancholy  truth  fatal  experience 
has  too  often  convinced  us. — What  evils 
have  not  lieen  introduced  into  the  world 
i'Y  the  miripplication  of  great  parts? 
Attempts  h  .ve  been  made  to  undermine 
every  good  and  virtuous  principle,  to 
overturn  religion  itlelf:  doctrines  have 
been  inJi:ftrioi.ny  propagated,  involved 
in  all  the  fpecious  luhtilty  of  reafoning, 
to  miflead  the  unwary.  Have  not  the 
w tilings  of  a  Voltaire  fufliciently  fhewn 
this,  by  holding  out  tettrts  which  will 
tranfmit  their  jn'micioiis  eli'e<5ks  to  future 
ages?  VVe  may  therefore  juft  ly  exclaim, 
that  it  had  bK-n  better  learning  w'as 
never  introduced,  than  that  it  ftiould 
have  been  attended  with  confequencea 
traiight  w  ith  fo  many  evils  to  fociety  ! 

But  when  wc  come  to  ftrike  at  the 
root  of  this  fubjeA,  we  fliall  find  ftlll 
more  caufe  of  complaint :  It  is  a  ciift<*m 
which  has  been  lamented  in  all^  ages 
that  the  genius  of  youth  is  fcldom  or 
never  confiderecl  in  the  direction  of  ihchr 
fludics;  they  arc  heedlcfsly  hurried  on 
from  one  pnrfuit  to  another,  that  they 
may  be  at  leaft  qualified  for  entering 
genteelly  into  life;  whereas,  in  reality, the 
o'ppofite  cffe<5t  is  produced  ;  for,,  had 
their  genius  been  properly  attended  to 
at  the  beginning,  and  their  fhkiies  cal¬ 
culated  accordingly,  they  might  have 
proved  not  only  ufiTnl  to  themfcives, 
but  an  bonotir  to  their  country,  and  a  fer- 
vjee  to  fociety. — 1  fhall  beg  leave  to 


quote  a  paragraph  from  the  Spectator 
on  this  fubje^: 

The  ports  (fays  he),  which  require 

*  men  of  ftiiuingand  uncommon  parts  to 
‘  difeharge  them,  arc  to  very  few,  that 
‘  many  a  great  genius  goes  out  of  the 
‘  world  without  ever  having  hid  an  op- 
‘  portiiaity  to  exert  ilfelf:  whereas  per- 

*  Tons  of  ordinary  endowments  meet 
‘  with  occafions  fitted  to  their  parts  and 

*  capacities  every  day  in  the  comiiioa 
‘  occurrences  of  life.” 

It  is  to  this  grand  miftakc  in  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  youth  that  moft  of  the  difad- 
vantages  and  difappointments  they  meet 
with  in  their  after  progrefs  through  life 
may  with  jtifticc  be  aicribed :  Learning 
is  only  iileful  as  it  cultivates  and  im¬ 
proves  genius,  and  for  tb  it  pnrpofc  itt 
particular  bent  ought  previoully  to  lie 
kuowD.  I  will  even  venture  to  affirm, 
that  in  many  cafes  it  w  ill  point  out  its 
own  road  without  the  aid  of  cultivation  ; 
and  I  think  ilie  famous  Shakefpcarc  a 
fuificient  proof  of  this  obfervation. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  Rated  what  occur¬ 
red  to  me  upon  this  fubje^ft ;  and  as  it 
appears  to  be  very  material,  it  would 
give  me  the  grcatcft.picafure  that  what 
1  have  faid  may  afford  hints  for  a  more 
ferious  inveftigation  of  it.  1  would,  how¬ 
ever,  recommend  that  fentimeot  of  Mr 
Pope : 

A  little  learning  is .  a  danger  our 
thing  ; 

Drink  deep,  or  tajle  not  the  Pierian 
Jpring, 

Yours,  8cc.  Speculator, 
Memoirs  (f  the  celebrated  Co«- 

GREVE. 

To  the  Publisher,  ^Cf 
SIR. 

AS  fcntimcntal  comedy  has  lately  re¬ 
ceived  fo  many  fcvcrc  attacks  from , 
true  fatirc,  we  muft  not  exped  to  fee  a 
dramatic  produflion  of  that  caft  fooa 
brought  on  the  Rage;  and,  as  it  is  not 
the  moft  cafy  matter  in  the  world  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  comedy  replete  with  Rerling  wit 
and  native  humour,  the  town  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  frequently  amufed.  with  tbofs 
Rock-plays  that  have  received  univer- 
fal  approbation,  and  where  merit  hi# 
borne  the  left  of  criticUtn  and  applaufe. 
Among  tbefe  the  produ^iooi.of 
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grrve  are  certainly  the  foremofl  npou 
me  lift.  Tlie  Way  ot  the  Wovlii,  Love 
for  Love»  the  t)itl  Hacti-.-loi,  and  the 
Pouble  Dealer,  v\ill  hand  that  ^cntlc- 
man's  liomc  down  t<)  the  latell  ijollerity 
as  (»ne  «)f  ihcgreated  dram.itic  writers  of 
thi*i  century.  Such  being  his  reputatioti 
as  an  author,  1  judged  many  of  ymir 
readers  would  be  plealcd  to  meet  with 
fome  memoirs  of  hij  life  in  yiiur  enter¬ 
taining  Mirccllany. 

Willt  on  Congreve,  Efq;  was  defeend- 
e<l  from  the  anlient  family  of  iheCon- 
jtrever.  of  Cof'greve  in  StatTordIhire,  his 
lather  being  lecond  Ion  to  Richard  Con- 
;;rcve  of  that  place.  Some  authors,  and 
in  particul.ir .Sir  James  Ware,  contend 
for  his  having  been  born  in  liebnd;  but 
as  J.icol),  who  wa^  parlieulail^  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  him,  and  who.  in  his  piefaee, 
Mckiurwledges  his  obligations  loMrCon- 
p:re\e,  for  his  comtnunlcalion  ot  what 
related  to  himfelf,  has  abfolutelv  contra^ 
d’lfted  that  report,  we  may  venture  to 
conclude,  that  he  was  bom  at  Baidfa, 
iiea;  I.'wCd',  inY^rklhire,  being  part  of 
the  i  Hate  of  jium  Ia  a  is.  Ins  grand  unel^ 
by  his  n.^thci  -  i-ih*  ‘  It  i«  certain  that 
be  went  <wer  l-  that  -  kingdom  v(ty 
filling;  for  "hi:  f*  I  t  luiug  only  a 
vovirger  broih***"  a' d  i  *‘ovided  hir  in  the 
army  up'»n  the  Irijn  clL ritlh  utnt,  was 
compelled  to  undertake  a  ;  orney  thi- 
th<r  in  Cvinfcquence  of  hi  eomniifiion, 
\wiich  lie  afJerveards  difpobd  f»f,  to  ac* 
iiiil  <*f  ilie  m.niaeenieni  of  a  conlule* 
l  able  eiUte  Utlouging  to  the  BurlingtoU 
famiiy,  hich  fixeti  hi»  rriiiicnce  to  tiiat 
jbot.  Although  he  futi'ered  his  fon  to 
receive  the  firif  tineture  of  htters  in  the 
great  fchool  .ar  Kilkenny,  and  aUtrw’ards 
to  complete  hisdaftical  learning,  under 
the  diredion  of  Dr  All),  in  the  univerfuy 
«>f  Dublin,  yet,  lieing  tlcfirons  that  his 
ftndies  PnooUl  be  direded  to  profit  as 
well  as  imp’'ovement,  he  fent  him  over 
to  England  foon  after  the  revolution, 
and  placed  him  as  a  ilu<lent  in  the  Tem¬ 
ple.  The  dry  ftudyof  the*  law  Wrt§, 
however,  no  w'ay  fnitable  to  the  fpright- 
Iv  volatile  genius  of  Mr  Congreve ;  and 
therefore,  though  he  approved 'of  the 
^uirfuit,  he  did  Tu^t  even  attempt  to  make 
any  proficiency  in  a  fervice  which  he  was 
probably  confcious  he  Ihould  make  no 
figure*  in.  Excellence  and  ptrfedion 
vtre,  it  was  apparent,  what  he  aimed  at 
acquiring;  for,  in  the  earlitft  tutoring 
nf  his  genius,  at  the  age  of  fevei>!ecii7he 
Vtot?  a  .novel,  intillcd,  Leve  trid  Duty 


reconciled,  Tiii.s  piece  was  not  only 
an  execilent  novel,  but  a  model  fur  novel 
writers.  Though  this  cannot  in  itfcU'be 
called  with  propriety  a  dramatic  work, 
yti  he  has  fo  Itridly  adhered  to  drama* 
t'c  rules  in  the  compofition  of  it,  that  his 
att.iining  fo  high  a  degree  of  perfection 
in  the  regular  drama  in  fo  Ihort  a  time 
atterward^,  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at. 
lii*^  firft  play  was  the  Old  Bachelor, 
which  was  the  amul'ement  of  I'omc  lei* 
fare  hours  during  a  llowjecovery  from  a 
Fit  of  illntfs,  fo«>n  after  his  return  to 
England,  and  was  in  itfelf  fo  perfect,  that 
Mr  Dryden,  on  its  being  Ihewn  to  him, 
declared  he  had  never  in  his  life  fecn 
Inch  a  hid  play;  and  that  great  poet  ha¬ 
ving,  in  conjunftion  with  Mr  Southernc 
and  Arthur  Manwaring,  Eiq;  given  it  a 
flight  rcvifal.  Dr  Davenant,  who  was 
Him  manager  of  Drurylane  theatre,  and 
was  delighted  both  with  the  piece  and 
its  author,  brought  it  on  the  ftage  iii 
1693,* where  it  met  wdth  fitch  univcrlal 
approhativ>ni  that  Mr  Congreve,  though 
he  vas  but  nineteen  years  of  age  at  that 
time,  became  alnady  confidcred  as  a 
prop  i.i  the  dccll'tihg  dage,  and  a  rlfing 
genois  in  dra.uailc  poetry.  The  luc- 
ertdipg  year  he  produced  the  Double 
Dealer,  w  nich  did  not  meet  w'ilh  la 
ruuch  app!  lufe  as  his  firlt  production. 
'I'he  merit  of  his  firll  play  had  obtanned 
him  the  favour  and  patronage  cf  lord 
Halifax,  and  fome  peculiar  marks  ofdif-, 
tin*!fion  from  queen  Mary,  on  wholie 
death,  which  happened  in  the  clofe  of 
this  year,  he  wrote  a  very  elegant 
ral.  In  1695,  when  Betterton  opened 
the  new  hoiife  In  Lincoln’s-lnn 
Mr  Congreve  joining  with  him,  gave  hitii 
his  comedy  of  Love  for  Love,  with  wbidi^ 
the  comp.iuy  opened  their  campaign,' 
and  w’hich  met  with  fuch  lucceft,  that 
they  immediately  otTered  the  author  1 
diare  in  thc'inanage'Tient  of  the  houfCi 
on  condition  of  his  furniftiiog  them  one 
play  yearly.*  This  offer  he  accepted  ofp 
but  whether  through  iridolrncc,  ortbtt 
c«»ri  e<dncfs  which  he  looked  on  as  newf*. 
fary  to  his  works,  his  Mourning 
did  not  come  out  till  1697;  nor  hit 
of  the  World  tilKtwo  years  after  ihst* 
The  indifferent  fuccefi  this  laft  mention* 
ed  play,  though  an  exceeding  good  oii<^ 
met  with  from  the  public*  complcaUo 
that  difgufi  to  the  theatre,'  which  a  long 
conieft  with  Jtrem^  Collier,  who  W 
attacked  the  immoralities  of  the 
flagc,  and  more  cfpicially  fome  01  * 
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piecfs,  had  begun,  and  he  deUrmined 
liver  more  to  write  for  the  ilage.  This 
rcfoiulion  he  punctually  ke|t;  and  Mr 
llinnis’s  obfeivation  on  that  point  will 
he  found  but  too  true,  when  he  fays, 
♦'Mt  ‘‘  Mr  Congreve  c|iiittcd  the  ftage 
t  .irly,  and  that  comedy  left  it  with  him.** 
Vci,  though  he  quitted  dramatic  wri- 
ti.ig,  he  did  not  laydown  the  pen  intire- 
U,  but  occaiionally  wrote  many  pieces 
b(»th  in  profc  and  verfe,  all  w  hich  ftand 
on  the  records  of  literary  fame. 

It  is  highly  probable,  however,  that  he 
might  m*t  fo  foon  have  given  w^ay  to  this 
dilgiifl,  had  not  the  eafiniTsof  hiscir- 
ciitiiftances  reitdeied  any  rubfcrvicncet 
on  his  pait,  to  the  caprices  and  opinions 
of  the  town  abtolutt  ly  urncctirary :  his 
r.  ;.rit  and  abilities  having,  very  early  in 
life,  raiftd  him  to  the  acquaintance  of 
fite  earl  of  Halifax,  who  was  then  the 
Mjecenas  of  the  age.  That  noblem’an, 
yf  raifing  fo  promifing  a  genius 
above  the  neCeflity  of  too  haffy  produc- 
ti  IK  ,  made  him  one  of  thecommiflioners 
h  r  lictnfing  hachney  coaches,  or,  accor¬ 
ding  toC'Xelcr.  a  commilliiuier  of  the 
wine  licencc^.  ’  He  fotui  aftei  htftowed 
on  him  h  place  in  the  pipe-office,  and 
por  long  after  gave  him  a  poft  in  the 
c  '•  !Ms,  which  produced  fix  hundred  a- 
V  ‘n  the  year  1718,  he  wa»*  appoint* 
i  ’  ‘v  r^taiy  of  J  uraica  ;  fo  that,  by  this 
t..Kc,  hehad'au  income  of  near  laool. 
a  year.  Thus  raifed  above  dependence, 
it  ib  no  wonder  he  would  no  longer  refi- 
<ler  himfclf  fubjtCt  to  tlie  capricious  cen- 
fmes  of  impotent  critics-;  aiul  had  his 
poetical  iathrr,  Mr  Dryden,  ever  been 
raifed  to  the  fame  circumftanccf,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  his  All  for  Love  would  net 
have  been  efteemd  the  beft  of  his  drama¬ 
tic  pieces,  nor  would  he  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  for  a  bare  livtlihond  to  the  drud¬ 
gery  of  producing  four  plays  in  a  fpace 
of  time  icarcc  more  than  fufficient  for 
forming  the  plot  of  one. 

The  grrateft  part  of  the  lift  twenty 
years  of  Congreve’s  life  were  fpent  irt 
eale  and  retirement;  and  be  cither  did 
iu>t,  or  affc<5ttd  not  to  give  himlelf  any 
trouble  about  litei ary  reputation,  as  the. 
following  anecdote,  which. is  well  au¬ 
thenticated,  will  evince.  When  Voltaire 
was  in  England,  he  waited  upon  Con¬ 
greve,  and  complimented  him  upon  the 
reputation  and  merit  (»f  tiiv  works — Con¬ 
greve  thanked  him;  but  at  the  fame 
time  told  him,  “  be  d’d  not  chufc.to  be 
pnhdcrcd  at  ao  author^  but  only  as  a 


private  gentleman,  and  in  that  light  ex* 
pcifted  to  l>e  vifiicd.”  Voltaire  replied^ 
“  That,  if  he  had  never  been  any  thing 
but  a  private  gentleman,  in  ail  probabili¬ 
ty  he  had  never  l>cen  troubled  with  a  vi- 
lit.”  If  it  were  not  for  thefe  little  fpot* 
in  the  characters  of  fneh  edited  gcniufes» 
w'c  might  lie  apt  to  think  them  fumc- 
what  fupcrior  to  mortals.  Voltaire,  in 
relating  this  adventure,  remarks,  that  he 
was  not  a  little  diigufted  with  fo  unfea- 
fonable  a  piece  of  vanity. 

Towards  the  clofc  of  Congreve’s  lifc» 
he  was  iniich  affii<5tcd  with  the  gout» 
and  making  a  tour  to  Bath  fur  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  waters,  was  iinforto'nateiy  over¬ 
turned  in  his  chariot,  by  whicn  it  is  ima¬ 
gined  he  got  fomc  inward  bruife,  as  he 
ever  after  complained  of  a  pain  in  hit 
fide;  and,  on  his  return  to  London,  con¬ 
tinued  gradually  declining  in  his  healtli 
tjll  the  19th  of  June',  1729,  when  he  de¬ 
parted  this  life,  aged  37,  and  was  buried 
in  Weftminfter- abbey,  the  pall  being, 
fupported  by  perfons  cf  the  firft  diftinc- 
tion.  Befides  the  comedies  already 
ihcntiontd,  notwithflanding  the  fmaU 
period  of  hU  life  that  he  devoted  to  the 
ftage,  he  wrote  the  Judgment  of  Paris, 
aMafk;  the  Mourning  Bride,  a  Trage¬ 
dy  ;  and  Scmcle,  an  Oratorio. 

*  Yours,  ^c.  A.  L. 


On  Old, Age. 


SfJ  quam  cdntinuu  dr  quantis  Unga 
ftneiJus 

Plena  malit.  Juv.  Sat.  10. 


Among  the  various  and  progreflivc 
flares  of  life,  perhaps  none  is  fo 
much  wilhed  for,  and  none  comes  fraught 
with  fo  many  evilh,  .as  okl  age.  It  is  very 
far  from  iny  meauiitg,  that  fboner  than 
we  Ojoiild  undergo  the  pains  and  aches 
of  it,  we  fhonld  inpioiifly  dare  to  pul  x 
period  to  our  mortal  exi lter.ee,  which  I 
confider  as  a  rood  heinuns  fin;  'my  only 
aim  is  to  let  forth  what  niay  lie  cxptdcd 
from  thole  whom  an  indulgent  Ueavtn 
(houlcl,  out  of  his  great  mercy,  be  pica- 
fed  to  prolong  their  lives  to  fueb  a  length* 
as  that  they  may  be  juftly  ftilcd  old  men*. 

Before  1  defcant  upon  the  troublea 
which  are  the  conflant  companions  of 
age,  I  fball  fuft  beg  leave  to  relate  how 
great  a  blefCng  it  is  to  be  efteemed  by 
men. 

In  the  heat  and  vigour  of  youth  man¬ 
kind  are  fo  much  taken  up  by  the  vaoi- 
ticl  of  the  world,  at  to  have  very  litUc  ^ 
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H  at  attrrdcd  to  thf  duf  care  and 
n  p’ilition  ot  The  we Itirc  ct  their  lau!s. 
I^i-alth  a-id  hair  fuc!)  an  ir.l!nci'.ce 

overiluii  iiiuu'iLati«  lu.  that  Iluyicarcc- 

1y  cvtT  look  f»'r ward  rinHi^h  in  that  u- 

i^eCt.  'I'hty  are  fo  taken  up  with  U«e 
plealurrahlc  e!)joynienTsot' lit'e,  that  they 
iiave  u  /t  a  moment  to  Ip.ire  lor  ierioiis 
c'onridcr.itii»i)  (d  the  accompt  which  may 
(land  ay  liiift  iin  in  the  ho«iki»  of  an  cfTen- 
<it:d  iXity:  l)iit  the  golden  dream  in  a 
few  years  is  gone  by,  never  more  to  re¬ 
turn.  As  years  increase,  the  iriclin  itions 
tt)  plearnrc  dccreafe:  we  are  f.itiated 
with  the  large  draaght  o!'  vain  plcrthin  s 
we  have  lately  <lr  ink,  and  i>egii»  to  re¬ 
member  ihrt  \*'e  were  lent  l••jonrner» 
into  this  world  for  gi  ir.der  piirpoj'es,  and 
then  fe:  ioufly  Jet  abv'Ut  a  refor^.ation  (jf 
their  errors^  ntid  bv  this  meaits  render 
<dd  age  an  invaluahle  blelTing  iv»  tljtni. 
This  is,  in  mv  opinion,  the  true  atid 
^noper  life  of  age.  Ihoiever^  I  fiiall 
foibear  morali/l'ig  on  this  theme,  and 
lelort  to  my  f»rfr  intention  of  letting 
forth  what  mav  be  expected  from  tliulc 
whom  Heaven  ind  ilges  with  a  long  life, 

I o  wl.ielt  the  above  may  lerve  as  an  in- 
trod  not  ion. 

It  ij  a  general  ohfervation,  that  as  age 
creeps  »)n  a  n  an  he  grows  pet  vilh ;  he 
can  no  longer  erji'y  li’V  in  the  manner 
).e  has  bebiie  been  acenftomed  to,  and 
rnvies  the  happinefs  td  thofe  that  can; 
;Mid  th  lugh  the  friend"  of  lids  man  exert 
»\rTvrdent  th;'v  p  flefii  to  pleafe,  they 
Ipfe  their  aim,  their endravonrs  are  fruit- 
lefi,  .and  thev  cenid  have  rtfendcrl  litde 
lefs  bv  a  total  neglect  than  by  their  duti¬ 
ful  efTieioiiliitf'.  'I'here  is  another  thing 
attenr’aiit  twi  t.ld  age,  give  me  leave  to- 
fay,  more  abfurd  and  unaeconnt.iblc  than 
any  other  nia?re»^,  I  mean  avariee.  an  un- 
f^nerchable  tldrlf  for  money.  Whether 
this  iS  a  real  dilpolition  to  covetonMie.'", 
or  whcthiCr  the  notion  there«  f  may  arife 
from  their  net  fpendirg  fo  much  as  for¬ 
merly  in  amniements  or  pleafares,  from 
the  incapabiiitv  i.f  enjoying  them,  I  road 
leave  an  a  query. 

Not  only  thefe  di  fad  vantages  a»'e  t^e 
r'^mpanior**'  of  age,  but  an  innumer.ihlc 
lifl  cf  dileifes,  for  the  mrft  pa  !,  are  its 
anpendages.  The  pains  and  aches  of  a 
decaying  bin’v,  the  dthi’dfattd  Aate  both 
e>f  Ivxiy  arid  mind,  as  wrJl  a**  the  rxcin- 
ciating  !«>rmc”t«  c»f  eirher  hereditary  t'r 
dif'rders,  mke  t:p  thia  black 
acecun*,  nr.d  leave  the  cld  a:aL  fccrcc  a 
moment’s  cafe. 


One  thing  more  I  muft  partlcularlf 
mention,  and  that  i»,  the  frequent  ex¬ 
amples  we  have  of  men  of  the  brlghteft, 
rts  well  as  inoA  ctnnmon  capacities,  fo 
far  outliving  their  iinderflanding,  as  to 
lie  able  to  form  no  rational  ideas,  nay, 
that  arc  even  entertained  by  the  mofk 
trilling  and  childilh  amufements.  I  can¬ 
not  bring  a  Ixtter  inPiance  t*f  thiutliaa 
tlial  of  the  late  rev.  Dr  Jonathan  Sw'ift, 
<lear,  ofSl  Patrick’s,  Dublin,  who,  from 
being  a  man  of  tfie  moft  fprightly  and 
blight  genius,  became,  foine  time  before 
his  death,  as  remaikablc  for  his  want  of 
liionght  anil  infelieCl.  His  cafe  is  fo 
w'rll  known  as  not  to  need  a  larger  reca¬ 
pitulation. 

In  fhort,  every  facn’*y  and  fenfe  mao 
is  bleffcd  with  by  Oi.d  is  worn  out;  hi» 
eyes  lofc  their  fight,  his  ears  their  hear- 
i’.g,  his  pofe  its  fmell,  his  tongue  ill 
talle  and  qn-ech,  his  legs  and  his  whole 
body  their  motion,  and  he  remains  in  a 
man  ner  a  lump  of  animated  clay,  with¬ 
out,  I  may  venture  to  afl'crl,  the  facul¬ 
ties  of  a  b;  ute  ! 

Yet,  with  all  thefe  defei^s,  old  age 
muft  be  efteemed  the  greateft  bieffing 
Heaven  can  beftow,  if  we  will  but  make 
a  proper  nfe  of  it.  What  that  life  is  I 
lhall  forbear  to  fay  any  thing  of,  finccrcly 
hoping  that  every  man,  who  calls  him- ^ 
felf  a  ChriAian,  is  not  ignorant  of  nut 
only  that,  but  id  due  dirciftica  of  every 
moment  of  hU  life. 

Philoior. 

A'env  Definitiom  of  the  Seat  ef 
tk:  Soul. 

IN  determining  the  place  where  the  foul 
is  feated,  we  muft  not  follow  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  philofophic  fpeculatifts* 
This  queftion  muft  be  anf'vciedby  faift#. 

We  know  that  the  membranes  which 
fupply  a  coat  to  the  fpinal  marrow,  arc 
a  continuation  of  the  meninges,, and  that 
they  give  rife  to  all  the  nerves  of  the, 
lovier  parts.  In  all  animals,  a  trarfvcrfc 
feclion  of  the  frednUif  fpinalis  is  im» 
mediately  followed  by  a  paralytic  affec¬ 
tion  of  ail  the  parts  fituated  below  tha| 
fedtion;  after  which,  the  foul  receive! 
not  any  fenfation  from  thefe  parts.. 
Luxations,  whereby  the  fjnnal  mar-^ 
row’  is  romprefled,  are  attended  with  the 
fa»r>c  effedfs. 

If  you  divide  the  mcmbraneoui  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  brain,  or  that  part  whence^ 
they  fend  oft'  a  coat  to  the  tncdulla  oh* 
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hngatay  or  even  fix  a  tight  ligature 
therein,  the  whole  body  of  the  animal 
is  niltantiy  without  motion,  and  the  foul 
is  deprived  of  fenfation,  tlic  head  only 
giving  Ibme  faint  ligns  of  life.  This  is 
evident  in  the  tetanos^  a  difeafe  fomc- 
wlut  uncommon,  produced  by  a  violent 
coiitrai'tiiin  of  this  part.  In  the  paify, 
a  diforiler  To  frequeftt  and  fo  dreadful, 
hte  IS  gradually  extinguillied,  the  limbs 
fiiecelfivcly  lofe  their  motion,  the.  ex¬ 
tremities  become  infenfible,  death  fteals 
OM  the  trunk,  marking  his  courfe  on  e- 
very  part  he  patfes  over  until  fcarce  any 
tigns  ot  !ife  arc  perceived,  and  thefc  in 
the  head  only. 

if  thel'e  oblervations  do  not  precifely 
mark  out  the  Ibat  of  the  foul,  they  flu)W 
at  Iciil  tliat  eve  arc  to  look  for  it  no  sp  here 
but  in  tile  head.  To  tiiefe  proofs  let  us 
aild  onr  e*wn  fcelip^’s;  every  one  who 
thinks  ititenfely,  peRTives  a  kimi  of  »en- 
fion  wi’hin  his  head,  and  That  his  ideas 
arc  termed  within  that  organ. 

Anatomifta  agree,  that  we  miift  look 
for  the  feat  of,the  foul  in  the  hcatl, ;  hut 
they  arc  not  nnaniinoiiN  wliat  place  it  oo- 
enpic!.  in  that  part  (vf  the  Inuly.  Some 
place  M  in  the  pinf  til  gland,  other  in  the 
corpus  calloftim,  others  again  in  there- 
rrbrufn  ;  tome  in  the  cerebellum ; 
ai'd  fi>me  in  the  meninges.  But  of 
thelc  ditferent  opinions,  the  lait  only 
is  Well  founded  *.  for,  if  we  trace  the 
riervts  to  their  entrance  int4>  the  mem¬ 
branes  of  the  brain,  we  lltall  find  they 
confound  themfelvee  with  the  meninges, 
and  term  one  fimple  uniform  fubftance 
with  them.  Ilcncc  if  the  nerves  only  arc 
fcnfible,  and  if  the  fcnlations  are  not  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  foul  but  by  thefe  organs,  we 
plainly  perceive,  that  the  meninges  mull 
be  efteemed  the  feat  of  the  foul.  For  as 
thefe  membranes  and  their  produdlions 
are  the  general  organs  of  fenfation,  and 
as  the  foul  is  at- the  conconrfe  of  all  the 
feiHaMons  of  the  Sody,  its  feat  mufl:  be 
in  that  pait  wliere  this  conconrfe  ap* 
pears,  viz.  at  the  center  of  all  organs  of 
fenfation ;  thefe  membranes  are  this 
Center.  Eyperi^ncc  likewite  daily  con¬ 
firms  it;  the  Bghtell  ir.fhmmaticn  of 
the  meninges  i  ccafitms  a  delirium.'  and 
a  Tempoiary  iHlanity.  Tiie  ir« Italhni  of 
the  r.erve'4,  by  the  fames  of  wine  from 
drinking  to  excels,  or  by  the  fumes  of 
tobacco,  is  followed  by  the  irritation  of 
the  meninges  and  lois  of  rca!on;  this  ne¬ 
ver  h.4ppens  to  any  t>thcr  part  of  the  bead. 

The  fublUncc  uf  the  ccrcbruiu  aud 
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cerebellum  may  be  taken  from  a  living 
animal,  without  the  foul’s  lacing  infiantly 
affe^Jted;  and  though  the  wounds  uf  the 
center  of  the  brain,  of  the  pineal  gland, 
and  of  the  corpus  cailolum,  jbmetime» 
injure  the  fuii^tirms  of  the  foul,  it  is  not 
becaufe  the  feat  of  the  mind  is  in  cither 
of  liiefe  parts;  but  becaufe  thelc  part» 
lecrete  a  fluid  w'hich  is  nccellary  to  its 
operations,  and  by  reafon  of  the  irritatioa 
which  wounds  in  thelc  parts  cominuiii- 
ente  to  the  meninges. 

In  thefc  membranes  eternal  wifdom 
has  placed  the  foul,  and  united  it  to  onr 
organs  by  imperceptible  bands:  hcie  it 
has  fixed  the  feat  of  Ihouglit,  of  memory, 
and  of  (he  will. 

More  accurate  obfervations  may  here¬ 
after  fix  precifely  the  leat  of  the  fon!  is 
thffc  p^rt**,  and  determine  that  fenfors* 
um  commune,  which  has  occafioncd  fo 
m.uch  difiVntion  among-philofophcrs,  and 
cf  which  they  have  hitherto  formed 
ideas  fo  erroneous  and  abfuid. 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
MaGAZ  INB.. 

SIR, 

YSIAS,  in  your  Magazine  [P.  290  ] 
does  not  altogether  do  the  kirk- 
treafurer  jullicc : — the  w  hole  of  the  ijS" 
children  cannot  furely  be  all  ba/lards^ 
or  fuch  as  come  under  his  cognizance: 
Some  of  them,  for  ought  I  know,  may 
have  been  born  in  the  charity  work-  houlle 
itfelf,  others  orphans  or  foundlings 
whom  the  kirk-treafurer  never  heard  ofg 
but  at  any  rate,  Sir,  fuppofing  all  thelc 
children  to  be  fuch  as  in  virtue  of  his 
office  the  kiik  treafurer  ought  to  look 
after,  they  mull  have  brought  in  muelv 
more  than  the  191 1.  given  credit  for  in 
the  Hate  of  the  charily  w'oik-houfe  pub- 
Hfiied:  I  fuppofe  this  fura  to  be  only  for 
one  year,  whereas,  fo  many  childrea 
iruR,  1  Ihould  think,  be  the  colltdioii 
of  fcveral  years.  I  dare  venture  to  fay. 
Sir,  that  the  kirk-treafurer  never  in  hi» 
life  took  a  child  from  the  hands  of  itf 
parents,  or  others  having  charge  of  it» 
under  twelve  or  fifteen  pounds.  I  kno\Y 
well.  Sir,  in  my  younger  days  I  had  a. 
Qinmyrdf,  and  the  gentleman  then  in 
c.llicc  made  me  pay  d*»wn  25!.  fterling; 
anti  I  as  well  kn<iw,  that  leveral  othera 
have  not  paid  Icfs;  but  fuppefing  them 
but  12  I.  one  with  another,  there  is  fur 
thefe  X5S  children  no  lefs  than  1656!. 

There  is  one  article  in  the  Rate  pub- 
lioicd  of  the  charity  work-hoyic*  wlikk 
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1  wifh  the  pcntlcincn  concerned  in  it 
would  give  us  a  further  explanation  of. 
Tliey  acknowledge  to  have  received 
from  the  Eoifcopal  meeting* lioufes  26  I.; 
now.  Sir,  it  eunfifts  with  my  knowledge, 
that  one  of  thefe  meeting* houfes  alone 
haJ»  given  to  the  charity  work-hi>ufe 
aol.  per  annum  for  many  years  pad: — 
Is  it  podible  that  all  the  othern  put  to¬ 
gether  make  up  no  more  than  61.? 

Yours,  eicc.  '  yyCiTiztN. 
Edin.  Sept.  6. 

T<?  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
Magazine. 

S  :  U, 

X  j  V  ,  more  etyivs  on  church  difeipline, 
aNi  nor  rcligi.ui,  nor  vice.  Let  all  our 
votaries  of  int(|uilv,  whether  pritfts  or 
prophets,  judgv*'s  or  mayldrates,  fieepon. 
My  pen  Ihall  no  m<*re  commend  nor  laOi 
their  pra«5tires.  No.  Let  them  take 
their  red — The  judgment  day  will  aroufe 
them.  1  am  lorry  to  fee  your  viofl  va¬ 
luable  correfpondent  Honest  us  has 
V>een  fligniali/ed  on  vour  blue  cover  by 
the  firname  of  Milejlut.  Trul\,  Sir, 
the  calumniator  may  be  fafely  pronoun¬ 
ced  a  Seeled ui.  Honfstus  Ibould 
ever  remember  that  tnerlt  is  attended 
with  envy.  The  dadardly  progeny  of 
this  old  hag  are  condanily  hitmg  and 
fnarling  at  amiable  and  unexccpnonnMe 
charaders.  My  pen,  ink  and  paper  Ihall 
henceforth  be  devoted  to  fcribbling  mv>- 
Tal  talcs,  and  whatever  <KTurs.  Exam¬ 
ple,  they  fay,  Sir,  affet^ts  more  than  pre¬ 
cept.  The  one  atferts  our  pride,  the 
other  ftimulatcs  our  padions.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  true  talc  I  would  gladlv  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  perufal  of  all  midright  rio¬ 
ters,  who  glory  in  thofc  adtitms  w’hich 
diaholize  the  human  nature,  and  render 
thcmfelves  more  wretched  and  foolilh 
than  mort.al  beads. 

In  the  days  that  •n^ere  before  our 
great- great-grandfather’s  birth,  tere  lif- 
fid  in  a  tuun  oflVeles  a  man  they  cal¬ 
led  a  pried,  who  performed  the  duty  of 
srcen.a'in  paridi  (I  forget  its  name).  No 
wife  had  he;  for  cehbacy  then  prevailed 
>n  the  old  mother  church.  The  fexton’s 
mother  drclTed  his  vi,5taals,  and  cleaned 
his  boufe*.  \'?‘ell.  Sir,  the  reverend  par- 
f>n  was  a  perfe<d  anrimrite'.  No  ra¬ 
tional  companion  had  hr.  Not  one  of 
the  human  fpecies  lodged  wiihin  his 
gates.  Nulla  fxnir.a  ad  renas  pur- 
Vandas  /  Rut  one  of  the  brute  kind  he 
Md ;  fur  the  pried  had  brought  up  a  hoe 


Weldr  goat  from  a  kid.  This  animal 
followed  him  every  >vhere,  and  at  night 
flept,  or,  as  the  Englidi  phrafe  it,  liy  in 
the  fame  bed  chamber  with  his  mader. 
When  the  curate  went  to  church,  the 
he- goat  condaiiily  followed  him.  He 
was  not  admitted  within  the  walls  of  the 
facred  edifice,  hi4t  his  place  of  abode 
w'as  in  the  porch,  until  the  P dt'er-nof- 
ters,  Te  DeurnSt  and  /Ive  Maria's 
were  ftniihed.  Squire  Caper  was  very 
well  fatisfied,  being  near  enough  to  hear 
his  mailer’s  holy  voice,  and  doubtlefs 
iinderdood  every  part  of  the  vrorlhip  as 
well  as  the  auditory,  it  being  faid  that  a 
snere  WcKhrn.in  and  a  he* goat  did  in 
that  age  equally  well  underdahd  the  Ro¬ 
man  language.  It  was  then  cudomary 
among  the  parifiuonei  s,  after  diviqc  fer- 
vicc  was  finuhed,  to  recreate  themiclves 
with  fome  wrellling  or  manual  exercifef, 
and  afterwards  to  tome  tavern  to  drink 
their  bets.  Thither  the  parfoii  often 
accompanied  them,  his  faithful  goat 
clofely  attending  him,  who  laid  himfclf 
down  in  fome  convenient  place  until  hj« 
mader  lliould  retire.  For  many  years 
was  this  the  goat’s  condant  pradlice;  at 
lad  dtme  (*f  the  froiicfome  youths  of  the 
parifli  made  the  f'hcr  goat  drink  to 
miuh  Wellh  beer,  as  made  him  quite 
intoxicated,  fo  that,  in  pafiing  home¬ 
wards  tlirough  a  thicket  of  briers’  and 
thorns,  the  poor  animal  tore  his  head, 
body  and  leg-,  and,  to  complete  the  dire 
catadrophe,  in  patTing  over  a  bridge  he 
fell  into  the  river.  Thefe  misfortunes, 
brought  on  him  by  his 'ow  n  raflinefs  and 
folly  did  fo  I’.tr  terrify  the  judicious  gwt, 
that  he  would  never  more  go  near  the 
tavern  to  lade  the  delufivc  fluid,  but 
kept  always  at  a  proper  didance  until 
bis  mader  came  out,  and  accompanied 
him  to  his  hcule. 

'  ThuF  i?»e  hzriicd  part  of  the  dreatioo, 
by  cxan^ple  give  the  mod  iulerefting  in- 
ftrinflions  to  its  haughty  lords..  The 
four-legged  animal  was  careful  never  to 
repeat  that  adion  w’hich,  by  one  fmjo^ 
experiment,  he  had  found  to  be  attend* 
td  with  fo  much  danger;  but  man, 
dinate  and  forward  !  man, 
the  divine  ray  of  reafon,  repeats 
experiment,  and  revifits  t^e  honul  ^ 
hoftle  which  had  ftupified  his  fenie*» 
and  rendered  him  inattentive  to  tW 
voice  of  confciencc,  and  the  thoughts® 
futurity.  Stop,  yc  vicious  Hearkeo*  j 
ye  fons  of  riot  and  fenfuality ! 
wiTdoal  from'  a  VVclfii  goat.  ^ 
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c^-nnkards  from  the  Circean  cup,  which 
will  inevitably  plunge  you  i.Uo  entllefs 
niiicry.  The  ftubby  qiiadrupeil  never 
l-'igot  his  crime  in  vliiiing  llie  tavern, 
hnt  lamented  and  bewailed  it  alf  his 
d  lys.  Would  to  heaven  that  every  two- 
legged  animal  **  without  wings  would 

•  Plato's  definition  of  man. 
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alfo  conSder,  and  never  commit  the 
lame  vice  a  fecund  time  :  but,  alas  !  this 
noble  ’fallen  race  rulhes  on  through 
every  ft  age  of  reiterated,  though  forbid¬ 
den  wickednef^;  as  lung  the  poet — Au» 
dax  omnia  perpeti—Geni  humana 
ruit  per  vetitum  nefas. 

Yours,  &c.  Philaretes* 

Der>wick‘Upon-T*iveed. 


POETRY. 

The  ELECTION. 

K.inc  eji  hihcnduniy  et  bender e  H  i  c  k  e  R  u  M 
tna^nuni ; 

Oltf/rTowN-GVARDUM,  D - iG — d- 

d — m  atque  C — pb — m. 

I. 

^  EJOICE,  yc  Burghers,  ancan*a*, 
V  Lang  bok’t  for’s  come  at  laft;  ° 

^air  war  your  backs  held  to  the  wa’ 

Wi’  poDrtitb  an’  'w\\faft  : 

Now  ye  rr.ay  clap  your  wings  an'  craw. 

And  gnyly  bulk  ilk’ feather, 

I  or  Deacon  Cocks  hac  pafs’d  a  law 
'I'o  rax  an’  wcet  your  leather 

Wi’  drink  thir  days. 

H. 

Hafte,  Epps,  quo’ John,  an*  bring  my  gcz, 
Tak  tent  ye  dinna’t  fpulzie  : 

Laft  night  the  barber  ga’t  a  friz. 

An’  ftraikic  it  wi’  ulzir. 

Mac  (lone  your  p  A  r  i  tc  H  laftic  Viz, 

(d>  me  my  Park  an’  gravaf; 

I’fc  be  as  braw’s  the  Deacon  is 
Whan  he  taks  A  f  k  1  D  \  v  i  t 

O’  Faith  the  day. 

III.  .  .. 

WhiA  Johnny  gaun,  cries  neebor  Bess, 

That  nc’s  lac  gayly  bodin  ^ 

W  i’  new  kam’d  wig,  wcci  fyndet  face, 

S*lk  hole,  for  hamcly  ho<lin  ? 

“  Onr  Johny's  nae  fina' drink  you’ll  guefs. 
He’s  trig  as  ony  muir-C(M  k, 

“  An’  forth  to  mak  a  Deacon,  lafs; 

**  He  duwna  fpeak  to  poor  fock 

I.ikc  us  the  day.*' 

IV. 

Tlie  COAT  bcn*hy  i’  the  kift-nook,  * 

That’s  l)cen  this  tow  month  fwarmin. 

Is  brought  yeme  mair  thereout  to  look. 

To  fieg  awa  the  vermin  : 

Menzics  o'  Moths  an*  Flaes  are  lho«k,^ 
An’  i*  the  floor  they  howder. 

Till  in  a  birn  beneath  the  croo^ 

They're  lingU  wi*  a  Icowdcr 

To  death  that  day. 

V. 

The  canty  cohler  quats  his  fta*,  •  '  * 

'  ills  Raze T  an*  his  LI  NG an s  : 

Vot.  XXI.  •  -  .  • 


His  bulk  has  drcc’d  a  fair,  fair  fa' 

Frac  meals  o’  BREAD  an’  i  ngans  : 

Now  he’s  a  pow  o’  w  1  t  an'  law, 

An’  taunts  at  foals  an’  heels ; 

To  Walker’s  he  can  rin  awa , 

'rhcrc  vvhang  his  creams  an*  j  e  e  L  s 

Wi’  life  that  day. 

jt  VI. 

The  lads  in  order  tak  their  feat, 

('Flic  dc’il  may  claw  the  clungcft) 

They  ftegli  an’  connacli  I'ac  the  meat, 

TiK'ir  teeth  mak  mair  than  tongue  iiafte  : 
Their  CLAES  I'ae  cleanly  dight  an’  feat. 

An’  tke  their  craw-hlack  beavers. 

Like  MASTERS  mows  liac  lound  the  gate 
'i’o'tallcls  tcugh  wi’  ilavcrs 

Fu’  lang  that  day* 

VH. 

The  dinner  done,  for  brandy  ftrang 
They  cry,  to  weet  their  thrapplc. 

To  gar  the  fta  mack  bide  the  bang. 

Nor  wi’  its  laden  grapple.  ,  , 

.The  grace  is  faid — its  no  o’er  lang; 

The  claret  reams  in  bells; 

Quod  Deacon  let  the  toaft  round  gang, 

**  Come,  here’s  our  Noble  sel's 

W  e  E  L  M  E  T  the  day.** 

VIII. 

Wecls  me  o* diiok,  quo’  cooper  Will, 

My  barrel  has  been  geyz'd  ay, 

An'  has  na  gotten  lie  a  All 

Sin  fu’  on  handfcUTcyfday  :  •  . 

•Bm  makes-na,  now  it’s  gut  a  fweel, 

Ac  gird  I  lhaiina  caft  lad, 

^Or  ellt  1  wifti  the  horned  dc’cl 
May  ITill  wi’  kittle  caft  dad  ' 

•  To  h — 11  the  day,’ 

IX. 

The  Magistrates  fu*  wyly  are, 

»  'I’heir  lamps  art  gayly  blinking. 

But  they  migitf  a*  Icivc  burn  *cl  ft  where, 

,  Whan  fock'*  biind  ftd  wi*  drinking. 

•Our  Deacon  wadna  ca'  a  chair, 

•  The  Imil  ar»c  duift  btm  na-fiiy ;  (care,* 
He  took  smanks-naig,  but  fient  may 

*  He  A  R  s  £  L I  n  s  kift’d  the  cawfty 

Wi*  BfR  that  oigbe," 

X. 

Wcel  Iocs  me  o*  yon,  .fouter  J0CK9 
for  tricks  yc  buit  trying, 

; .  •  A'  a  a 
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Whan  greapin  for  his  ain  b«rd*ftock, 

He  fa's  wharc  W  i  ll's  wife's  lying, 

Will  coming  hamc  wi’  iihtr  lock, 

He  faw  Jock  there  before  him  ; 

Wi’  Master  L  a  i  g  l  e  n  ,  like  a  brock 
He  did  ui’  itink  mailt  Ifnorc  him 

tv  Itraiig  that  night. 

XI. 

Then  wi*a  fouplc  leathern  whang 
He  gart  tlicm  fidge  an’  girn  ay, 

“  Faith,  Chid,  yc’s  no  for  naething  gang 
**  Gin  ye  man  red  my  pimy.*^ 

Syne  wi'  a  muckic  alfliln  lang 
He  bioilit  Maggi  e’s  hurdles  ; 

An’  ’caufc  he  thought  her  i*  the  wrang, 

'I'hcrc  pafs’J  nac  bonny  uordics 

’Mang  them  that  night. 

XII. 

Now,  Iiad  fomr  laird  his  lady  fand 
In  fie  Bnfccmly  courles. 

It  might  hac  Kx>s’d  the  haly  band, 

Wi’  law-fuits  ati'  1>  i  v  o  r  t  f  s  : 

But  the  nidi  day  they  a’  Ihook  hands. 

And  ilka  crack  di<l  fowder. 

While  Mfgg  for  drink  her  apron  pawns, 

I  or  a’  the  gude-man  cow’d  her 

Whan  fu’  lafl  night. 

XIII. 

Glowr  round  tite  cawi'cy,  up  an’  down. 

What  mohbiog  and  wliat  plv>tting  ! 

Here  politicians  bribe  a  loun 
Againll  his  faul  for  voting. 

The  gowtl  that  inlakes  half  a  rrowm 
'Fhir  hla<Us  lug  mit  to  trv  them. 

They  pouch  the  gowd,  nor  faih  the  tow  n 
For  weights  an'  icales  to  weigh  them 

Fxad  that  day. 

XIV. 

Then  Deacons  at  the  counfcl  (lent 
To  get  themlel’s  prefiLUtit  : 

Tor  towmonths  twa  their  faul  is  lent. 

For  the  town’s  gude  indentil  : 

Dang’s  their  debating  thereanent: 

About  Protests  they’re  bauthrin. 
While  Sund^  Fife,  to  mak  content. 

On  Bells  plays  Chut  the  ctivdron 

To  them  that  day. 

XV. 

\e  lowns  that  troke  in  dodor’s  ftulT, 

You’ll  now  hac  unco  (laiilers  ; 

Whan  windy  bUw  s  their  S  t  A  M  A  c  k  s  puff. 
They’ll  need  baith  pills  an’  plaiflci  s  ; 

For  tho’  cv’now-  they  look  right  bluff, 
.Sieddnks.  'ere  Hillocks  meet, 

Will  hap  Tome  Deacons  in  a  truff, 

Inrow’d  in  the  lang  leet 

O*  death  yon  night, 
Auld  Reikic-,  Scf'i.  I  g.  R.  Fekgusson. 

1  p  I  T  H  A  L  A  M  I  v  .M  00  the  Mjrriaj>e  of  A - 

H  — ,  Efj;  -witb  Mtjt  P - . 

I. 

IQHT,  with  her  gloom,  forl'akes  the 
ikies. 

On  fable  pinions  v^ings  her  way; 


The  calf,  in  crimfon-colour'd  dvee. 

Proclaims  the  near  approach  of  day: 

The  leather’d  tribes  now  wake  the  cheerful  ^ 
morn, 

The  I'prighily  lark  her  matin  fings 
In  cv’ry  varied  plcafing  flrain  ; 

WhUehealth  her  num'rous  blclIiDgs brings, 

And  llrew's  them  o'er  the  verdant  plain  ; 

Bids  vocal  groves  their  bloom  difplay. 

And  fbngflcrs  warble  from  each  fpray. 

And  cv’iv  fw’cct  the  fmiling  I'ccnc  adorn  : 

VV''hilc  o'er  the  meads 
Soft  rapture  treads, 

And  joy  and  plealdrc  bend  their  W’ay 
To  yonder  ftow’ry  fweet  alcove  ; 

Where  jefs’mincs  bloom 
In  rich  perfume. 

To  fireat  the  bridal  bed  of  love  ; 

Where  village-nymphs  prepare  ti  e  lay, 

T  o  celebrate  with  Tongs  t!iC  nuptial  da^ 

Chorus  of  bridal  maidi. 

Come,  Hymen  !  from  thv  facred  bow'r. 

And  hld's  this  day,  and  bici's  the  hour. 

To  feflivc  mirth  and  joy  defign'd. 

The  fairefl  orfspring^of  the  mind. 

II. 

In  hade  Cytherea  drives  her  doves, 

In  white  rob’d  innocence  array’d; 

Attended  by  the  laughing  loves, 

With  fmiling  mein  inc  onward  moves 
'I'o  yonder  gay,  feqiicder'd  fhadc. 

There  Hymen  joins  the  happy  pair  ; 

WTiilc  love  and  truth  divinely  fair. 

In  llronger  hands  confirm  the  nuptial  tic; 

VVifilom  approves  the  noble  choice. 

Fame,  with  her  trump,  extends  her  voice. 

In  loud  acclaims  of  praifes  thro’  the  fky. 

Hark  !  what  notes  aflail  mine  car, 

Softeft  notes  of  melody  ! 

Strains  of  mufic  from  each  fphere 
Join  the  choral  harmony. 

.  Chorus. 

Hail,  happy  pair!  may  peace  dcfccod 
To  crown  your  union,  blcfs  your  days; 

May  Hcav’n  from  ev'i-y  ill  defend, 

And  guide  you  fafe  in  virtue's  ways. 

Air  Changes. 

Strew  with  flow'rets,  drew  the  way, 

Let  us  dance,  rejoice,  and  play,  , 

Yonder  comes  in  fair  array 

Lovely  Celia,  charming  bride  1 
With  the  loves  and  graces  three. 

Tripping  light  in  jtdlity. 

At  the  Power  of  Beauty  i  *  fide* 

III. 

With  look  benign,  and  fmile  ferene. 

Dwell  meck-ey  d  goodnefs,  fw-eet  co»' 
Wherever  Celia's  face  is  fecn,  {teiA 
T'hcre  nature  all  her  fkill  has  fpent. 

On  her  fair  birth  the  Mufes  fmil’d 
On  her  loft  youth,  with  ifpcA  miWi 

•  Celebrated  UK der  that  titJe^in  the  Weekly 
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When  fhitlious  to  improve  her  mind. 
Shone  cv’ry  grace  that  can  a(k>rn 
Or  ravilh  with  delight  her  breaft, 

With  native  worth  and  genius  bleft, 

By  arc's  aufpicious  aid  refin’d, 

And  taught  with  love  of  truth  to  burn, 
With  love  of  friend ihip,  fympathy,  and  peace 
That  bid  her  fhinc  in  comely  elegance  and  eafe. 
Chorujs. 

Hail,  happy  pair  !  8^c. 

IV. 

See  !  Florio  comes  wdth  manly  grace. 

His  heart  to  ev'ry  vice  unknown  ; 
Good-nature,  I'cnle,  fit  on  his  face. 

And  mark  him  for  their  fav’rite  fon* 

Willi  h  im  the  virtues  lore  to  dwell  •, 

With  him  in  hrightnefs  they  excell  : 
rrofperity,  with  all  her  charms, 
fad  lock’d  within  his  hlifsful  arms. 

Bids  fortune  weave  the  garland  fair 
With  blooming  flow’rs  to  bind  his  hair— - 
But  ceafo-the  drain — religion  comes ^ 
Adorn’d  with  never-fading  plumes ; 

The  crowd  divide  to  give  her  way  ; 

Her  glories  far  outvie  the  dav  ; 

With  tints  of  vermeil  glows  her  face. 

And  Ihines  with  a  ccledial  grace  : 

Surrounded  by  the  bridal  train, 

She  thus  begins  the  hallow'd  drain  z 


“  Hail,  wedded  pair !  ttyyou  *tis  fj!T*n, 
Remote  from  forrow,  grief  and  pain, 

“  To  fhare  each  gift  bdfow’d  by  hcayen, 
**  Which  mortals  hope  or  wiib  to  gain. 

“  Still  worfhip  at  my  frered  fhrinc, 

“  With  hearts  devout,  and  breads  fincere, 

**  And  tread  the  footdeps  that  are  niiue, 
**  That  lead  to  tranfports  ever  dear. 

“  I’ll  guide  you  with  peculiar  care, 

**  With  tend’red  love,  and  fricndfhip  true; 

**  Protc^  you  from  each  fatal  fnare, 

**  Bedow  my  riched  gifts  on  you. 

i 

“  V^cre-e’er  you  day  I’ll  fix  my  feat, 

**  There  flow’rs  lhall  deck  thcfylvan  grounds 
“  There  will  1  chufc  my  calm  retreat. 
And  there  diflufc  my  fweets  around  : 

“  And  when  this  fleeting  fccnc  is  o’er, 

•*  When  death  (hall  other  w’orlds  difclofe, 

“  1*11  waft  you  to  my  native  Ihorc, 

To  climes  of  tranfport  and  repofe.’* 

Cjf  OR  us. 

^laH,  iiappy  pair  !  &c. 

W.  Peebles* 


The  review. 

yfLETTER  the  Heritors  and  Inha^ 
bitants  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh, 
concerning  the  intended  ejlablijh^ 
ment  of  a  Poor’s  Rate.  [P* 

INCE  our  magidrates  will  pay  no  at¬ 
tention  to  regulating  police,  nor 
give  obedience  to  thofe  laws  which  in- 
force  its  obfervation,  let  me  recommend 
it  to  you,  a^  the  only  method  inour  power 
to  free  ourfeives  of  the  nuifance  of  fucli 
a  multitude  of  beggars,  that,  inftead  of 
•incoiidderatel.y  throwing  away  your  mo¬ 
ney,  when  they  teizc  you  wdth  importu¬ 
nate  clamour,  you  fhould.fpcak  to  them 
in  this  manner,  and  adhere  to  the  re* 
folution  which  your  fpeech  declares: 
Where  is  your  badge  ?  Why  do  not  syou 
go  to  the  viagijlf  ates  or  kirkfejjion^ 
and  get  that  badge  allowing  you  to 
beg,  nvhicht  if  you  are  a  real  objefi 
kelongUig  to  this  parijb^  you  are  in* 
titlca  to  demand  ?  I  moill  beflo*w  cha* 
rity  on  none  but  thofe  *who^  by  this 
wark^  are  dijiistguijhej  as  its  proper 
objects,  I  fhail  inforce  this  advice  I 
■have  humbly  offered  by  the  refpeCtablc 
Authority  of  Dr  Swifts  tbao  whom  ao 


writer  in  the  Englidi  language  ever  uni¬ 
ted  in  his  perfon,  in  a  m^irc  eminent 
degree,  the  qualities  of  a  judicious,  ele¬ 
gant  author,  and  a  firm  patriot,  who, 
in  writing  about  beggars  that  then  in- 
fefted  Dublin,  as  they  prcfenily  do  E- 
dinburgh,  exprefles  himfelf  in  thefijs 
terms:  “Wherefore  I  do  aflfert,  that 

*  the  Ihop-kccpers,  who  are  the  greateft 
‘  complaincrs  of  this  grievance,  lament- 

*  ing  that,  for  every  cuftomcr,  they  arc 

*  worried  by  fifty  beggars,  do  very  weU 
‘  deferve  what  they  fuffer,  when  an  ap- 

prentice  with  a  horfe*  whip  is  able  to 
‘  lalh  every  beggar  from  the  fliop  who 

*  is  not  of  the  parifh,  and  doth  not  wear 

*  the  badge  of  that  parijh  on  his  fhoul- 
‘  dcr,  well  fadenrd,  and  fairly  vifible; 

*  And,  if  this  practice  were  univerfal  in 

*  every  houfc  to  aH  the  fturdy  vagrants, 

*  we  (hould  in  a  few  weeks  clear  the 
‘  town  of  all  mendicants,  except  thofe 
‘  w'ho  have  a  proper  title  to  our  charity; 

*  as  for  the  aged  and  infirm,  it  would  be 

*  fufificient  to  give  them  nothing,  and 
‘  then  they  muft  ftarve  or  follow  their 
‘  brethren  •.**  Adhere  uniformly  U>  tbit 

♦  Swift’i  wrks%  edit*  1 76®.  lu.  p  .pi* 
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t'>ey  would  thruft  their  nccks#into  this 
nooic  which  is  prepared  tor  the  reft  of 
the  eijizeiis,  or  that  they  will  v.duntari- 
i>  iuoii/it  to  a  tax  fo  odious,  To  uppref- 
live,  lo  ill  adapted  for  relieving  the  poor: 
tor,  with  contidence  I  may  aftert,  that 
ioacl ;  rig  our  poor  thop- keepers  and  tradef- 
men  with  fuch  heavy  burdens,  will  be 
the  means  of  reducing  them  and  their 
families  to  beggary,  and  will  oblige  them 
ti)  apply  for  the  beneht  arifing  from  that 
\ery  tax  which  will  (xrcalioa  their  ruin. 
If  this  fcheme  of  poor's  rales  is  once  efta- 
Milhtd,  I  make  no  doubt,  thar,  if  I  live 
a  dozen  years  longer,  ]  1  hall  fee  the  ten 
per  cent,  which  they  prelently  propofc 
to  levy,  incieafed  to  twenty  per  cent. 
1  have  already  mentioned  the  great  in- 
creat'e  of  charitable  irllltiitions  dur¬ 
ing  liK*  prefent  century:  That,  when 
tile  magiftrates  |»roporcd  to  creeft  the 
cr.ar  iy  work  houlc  they  faid,  the  an¬ 
imal  cxpence  of  it  vvould  not  exceed 
19-0  . ;  however,  by  the  year  1749.  it  a- 
nnounied  to  2200 1.  it  now  amounts  to 
3544  1*  19s.  6d:  and  I  make  no  doubt 
but  the  txpence  will  be  repicfeiUed  as 
increaiing  continually,  and  therefore  ap- 
j  lication  be  frequently  made  for  addi¬ 
tional  duties.  1  lhall  meiuion  a  moft 
ftrikiiig  inlfancc  of  this  increafed  demand 
in  our  licighbouring  country,  which 
lliow,  how’  w'tll  my  I'ufpicion  is  ground- 
td  :  Bv  a«tt  43.  £liz.  chap.  2.  it  is  decla¬ 
red,  *•  I'hat  the  jufticcs  of  peace  in  every 
‘  Cixjnty  lhall  rate  every  p.iriih  to  fuch 
‘  a  weekly  fum  of  money  as  they  ihall 
think  convenient,  yj*  as  no^parijl)  be 
rated  above  the  futn  o  f fixpence^  nor 
‘  under  the  fum  oj  a  halfpenny  ^  *week’ 
ty  to  he  paidf  and  jo  as  the  total 
‘  fon  offich  taxation  of  the  parijh^s 
in  every  county^  amount  not  oibove 
‘  the  rate  of  t^wo'pence  for  every  pa- 
*  fijh  nvithin  the  faid  county,*’  But 
the  poor’s  rates  in  Etigland  arc  now  fo 
exorbitantly  ralfed,  that  they  amount, 
in  many  places  of  it,  to  four  (hillingi  in 
the  pound.  • 

I  h  ive  heard  it  faid,  that  it  is  a  gene¬ 
ral  maxim  among  ftate-poliiician8,to  levy 
from  their  country,  011  Ipecioiis  preten¬ 
ces,  as  much  money  as  poftibic;  and 
then  they  know  it  is  no  cafy  matter  for 
the  country  to  obferve  howr  that  money 
ii  applied :  Now,  1  refer  it  to  your  con- 
lidrration,  whether  the  public  fpirit  fo 
cm  nently  difplayed  by  our  burghs  in  the 
election  of  their  reprefentatives  in  par- 
lument ;  their  fpurniog  at  the  perfon 
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who  infults  them  fo  far  as  to  offer  them* 
a  bribe;  their  great  attention  to  increafe 
the  public  money  of  their  refpedive 
towns,  and  their  diiintereftedncrs  in  the 
application  of  it,  promifes  that  the  ad- 
miniftrators  of  boroughs  will  be  one  jot 
more  upright  or  attentive  in  their  ma¬ 
nagement  t)f  the  money  that  pafl'es  thro* 
their  lingers,  than  minifters  of  ftate  are 
generally  fnppofcd  to  be. 

For  the  rcafons  offered  in  this  letter, 
and  for  others  which  may  occur  to  your' 
better  judgments,  I  hope  you  will  be  indu¬ 
ced  vigoroufly  to  oppofe  this  fcheme  of 
a  Poor’s  Rale.  For,  be  alfured,  that 
whatever  thofc  who  rule  the  roaft  may 
make  of  this  tax,  the  payment  of  it  will 
come  out  of  your  pockets  and  thofc  of 
your  children. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant,  ’ 
oo'CiTizEN  oJ  Edinburgh. 

P.  S.  As  I  have  bad  no  opportunity 
of  knowing  what  falaries  are  paid  to  the 
difierent  ofticers  belonging  to  the  chari¬ 
ly  work  honfe,  nor  of  examining  the 
treafurer’s  accounts,  1  cannot  judge  whe-  • 
ther  the  poor’s  m(>ney  ia  milapplied  on 
ihefe  articles;  nor  whether  the  trealurer’s 
accounts  are  examined  with  fuch  accu¬ 
racy  as  to  prevent  him  from  taking  pro¬ 
fit  on  the  articles  which  he  furnilhes  to 
the  poor’s  houfe,  over  and  above  the  fa- 
lary  that  is  allowed  him  for  his  trouble. 

Edin.  Aug.  25.  1773* 

betters  from  Mr  Oliver  of  Bofton,  to 
a  Friend  in  London,  long  before  he 
nvas  Lieutenant-governor  Bofton. 
[P.  344-3 

SIR,  Bojlony  May  ii.  1768. 

AM  this  moment  favoured  with  your 
very  obliging  letter,  by  capt.  Jarvis, ' 
of  the  ad  March,  w'hich  1  have  but  juft 
time  to  acknowledge,  as  this  is  the  day 
given  out  for  the  (hip  to  fail.  I  w  rote 
you  the  23d  of  February,  in  reply  to  • 
your  letter  of  the  aGtli  of  December:' 
that  of  the  12th  of  February,  which  you  ‘ 
refer  lo  in  this  of  the  2d  of  March,  is 
not  yet  come  to  hand.  You  lay  me,  Sir, 
under  the  greateft  obligations,  as  well 
for  the  interefting  account  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  which  you  arc  from  time  to  lime - 
plcafed  to  tranfmit  me,  at  for  your  ftca- 
dy  attention  to  my  private  concerns.  I 
(hall  always  have  the  moft  grateful  fenfe 
of  Mr  Grenville*!  ictcnlioos  of  favour 
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aifo,  whether  I  CYcr  rciip  any  benefit 
from  them  or  not.  Without  a  proper 
lupport  afforded  to  the  king's  o^ers, 
the  rctpevC  due  to  government  ^ill  of 
courfc  Uii;  yet  I  cannot  fay  tshether, 
under  the  preient  circumdauces,  and 
coutidcring  the  temper  the  people  are 
iiowv  in,  an  additional  pruvihon  tor  me 
would  be  of  I  cal  benefit  to  me  pert'onal- 
)y  or  not.  It  has  been  given  out,  that 
fij  ]>eH\vo -who  receive*  a  (I i pend  from 
the  govern  nent  at  home,  Hiall  live  in  the 
country.  G'»vernmcnt  here  wants  fome 
c€c<ftnal  fuppori.  No  fooner  was  it 
known  that  the  lieutenant  governor  had 
a  provifion  o^  aoo  1.  a  'year  made  tor  him 
out  ot  the  revenue,  than  he  was  advifed, 
in  the  Hitli  m  Ga^ette•  to  refi^  all  pre- 
tcnfnm^  to  a  feat  in  cihincil,  either  w'ith 
or  wiutuui  a  voice.  The  temper  of  the 
people  may  be  furely  learnt  trom  that 
iptamous  paper:  it  is  the  very  thing 
that  forms  their  temptr;  for,  if  they  are 
Hot  in  the  temper  of  the  wTiter  At  the 
time  of  the  publication,  yet  it  is  looked 
upon  as  the  oracl£,  and  they  fbon 
Ining  their  temper  to  it.  Some  of  the 
laicit  of  them  arc  very  exprefTivc.  1 
will  not  trouble  you  with  fending  them, 
as  ]  imagine  they  fomehow  or  other  find 
their  way  to  you  :  but  1  cannot  but  ap¬ 
prehend,  from  thel'e  papers,  and  from 
iunts  that  arc  thiown  out,  that,  if  tlie 
petition  4>f  the  hiHife  to  his  majtfly,  and 
thdr  letters  to  divers  noble  lord(«,lliould 
fail  of  fuccefs,  I'ome  people  will  be  mad 
enough  to  go  to  extremities.  The  com- 
tnifiiuncrs  of  the  cufioinr  have  already 
Iwren  openly  affronted:  Che  governor’s 
ct'mpany  of  cadets  have  come  to  a  refo- 
lution  nut  to  wait  on  him  (as  ufual)  on 
the  day  of  general  cleA^ion  the  ayth  in- 
iUnl,  if  ihoft  gentlemen  are  of  the  com- 
:  and  the  town  of  Bofton  have  paf- 
fed  a  vote,  tlut  Fanruil-hall  (in  which 
the  governi^r  and  his  company  ufually 
tlinc  on  that  day),  iball  not  be  opened  to 
him,  if  thc.comri>ilTioners  are  invited  to 
dine  w  ith  him.  A  lift  of  counfellors  has, 
within  a  few  days  pait,  been  printed  and 
clifperfcd  way  of  fneer  on  lord  Shel¬ 
burne’s  letter,  made  up  of  king’a  ofiVeers; 
which  lift,  the  writer  fays,  if  adi>picd  at 
the  next  general  cle^ion,  may  take  away 
all  grounds  of  co  n  plaint,  and  may  petli* 
bly  prove  a  healing  and  very  falutary 
meafure.  The  lieuitnant-govcmor  ia 
at  the  head  of  this  lift;  they  have  di  ne 
me  the  honour  to  put  me  next;  the 
cumiufSpocu  of  the  cuftcxns  are  ali  ia 


the  lift  except  Mr  Temple ;  tod,  to  com* 
plete  the  lift,  they  have  added  fomc  of 
the  waiters.  I  never  thought,  till  very 
lately,  that  they  aded  upon  any  fettled 
plan ;  nor  do  I  bow  think  they  have  till 
of  late :  a  few,  a  very,  few  among  tit, 
have  planned  the  prefent  meafnres,  and 
the  government  has  been  too  weak  to 
fubduc  their  turbulent  fpitits.  C^r  fi« 
tuation  is  not  rightly  known;  but  it  ia  a 
matter  worthy  ^  the  mod  ferious  attca 
tioB.  I  am. 

With  the  greateft  refpedt, 

SIR. 

Your  m<^  olfediffit,  ; 
and  moft  humble  fervaot, 
Andrew  Olitex. 

I  (hall  take  proper  care  to  forward 
your  tetter  to  Mr  Ingcrlul.  He  had  re 
ccived  your  laft. 

SIR,  Boflon^  Feh,  13.  if  67 

I  HAVE  your  very  obliging  favour^ 
the  4tb  of  October.  1  find  nyfelf 
conftrained,  as  well  by  this  letter,  at  bf 
my  fon  and  daughter  Spooner's  letters 
fince,  to  render  you  my  moft  fincera 
thanks  for  the  very  polite  notice  you 
have  taken  of  theen ;  and  I  pray  my  nuft 
re Ipedtful  compliments  to  the  good  lady 
your  mother,  whofe  friendly  reception 
of  them  at  Nonfneh  has,  1  find,  engaged 
their  warmeft  efteem  and  refpcdk— He 
hath  wrote'us,  that  he  had  a  proltK^  of 
fucoeeding  in  the  bufinefs  he  went  upon; 
but  the  laft  letter  we  had  was  from  her 
of  the  xjd  of  November,  acquainting  •• 
that  he  had  been  very  ill,  but  was  getting 
better.  She  writes  as  a  perfon  Over¬ 
come  with  a  fenfe  of  the  Ijodneft  they 
had  met  with,  in  a  place  where  they 
were  ftrangers,  on  this  trying  occafioB* 
You  have  heard  uf  the  arnval  of  the 
kin^s  troops:  theqaict  reception  they 
met  with  among  ui  was  not 
prifing  to  me.— I  am  forry  there  was  sny 
occafi^  for  fending  them.  From  the 
addvefs  of  the  gentlcnfwo  of  the  councti 
tfj  gen.  Gage,  it  might  be  fupiHjfcd  there 
was  none.  I  have  feen  a  letter  f^om  oW 
friend  Ingerfol  with  this  parapbrsw 
upon  H— “  Wc  h«>pe  that  your  cfcadku 
cy,  obferviog  wiili  your  own  eys» 
the  trurqw  are  ameng  us,  our  peacW^ 
and  quiet  bchavionr,  wiU  be  conviwcsa 
that  that  wicked  g— — r  *d 

fib  in  faving,  We  were  not  lb 
they  came.**  .  ' 

1  ha  VC  given  you  the  fenfe  of  a 
OD  a  fingle  paragraph  of  this  addrclii®^ 
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tatifc  I  fnfpcfted  my  own  opinion  of  it, 
till  I  found  it  thus  confirmed.— If  you 
have  the  news  papers  containing  the  ad* 
drefs,  yuur  own  good  tenfe  will  lead  you 
to  make  fimie  other  remarks  upon  it,  at 
well  as  to  trace  the  infiuence  under 
which  it  feems  to  have  been  penned. 
The  difturbers  of  our  peace  take  great 
advantage  of  fuch  aids  from  people  in 
office  and  power. — The  lieutenant  go¬ 
vernor  has  communicated  to  me  yout 
letter,  containing  an  account  of  the  de¬ 
bates  in  parliament  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
ftffion:  Wc  foon  expedt  their  dedlion 
on  Ainc’rtcan  affairs,  fome,  I  doubt  not, 
with  fear  and  trembling — Yet  I  have  ve¬ 
ry  lately  had  occafion  to  know,  that,  be 
the  determination  of  parliament  what  it 
will,  it  is  the  determination  of  fbme  to 
agree  to  no  terms  that  (halt  remove  us 
from  our  old  foundation.  This  confirms 
me  in  an  opinion  that  I  have  taken  up  a 
long  lime  fince,  that,  if  there  be  no  way 
to  take  ulf  the  original  incendiaries,  they 
will  continue  to  in(W  their  poifon  into 
the  minds  of  the  people  through  the  ve¬ 
hicle  of  the  Boston  Gazette. 

In  your  letter  to  the  lieutenant-gover¬ 
nor,  you  obferve  upon  two  defedfs  In  onr 
conftitjition,  the  popular  elcdtion  of  the 
council,  and  the  return  of  juries  by  the 
towns.  The  firft  of  thefc  arifes  from  the 
charter  itlelf,  the  latter  from  our  provin¬ 
cial  laws.  The  method  of  appointing 
our  grand  juries  lies  open  to  manage¬ 
ment.  Whoever  pleafes  nominates  them 
at  our  town-meetifigs ;  by  this  means, 
one  who  was  fuppofed  to  1^  a  prtocip^ 
in  the  riots  of  the  loth  of  June  Uft,  was 
upon  that  jury  whole  buHnefs  it  was  to 
inquire  Into  them ;  5ul  the  provincial  le- 
gillature  hath  made  fiifficient  protifion 
for  the  return  of  petit  juries,  by  their  ad 
of  the  13d  Geo.  If.  which  requires  the 
fevera!  towms  to  take  lifts  of  all  perfons 
liable  by  law  to  ferve,  and  forming  Ihetn 
into  two  cfafTet,  put  their  names,  writ¬ 
ten  on  fcparaic  papers,.into  two  df^ent 
boxes,  one  fSr  the  fiiperiur  court,  and 
The  other  for  the  inferior ;  and  when  ve- 
.niries  are  iflurd,  the  number  therein  re¬ 
quired  are  to  be  draum  out  in  open 
town- meeting;  no  perfon  to  ferve  of* 
tener  than  once  in  three  years. — The 
.method  of  appointing  grand  juries  ap- 
•  pears  indeed  defedtive;  but,  if  the  other 
.IS  not.  it  may  be  imputed  to  the  times, 
rather  than  to  the  defi;dt  of  the  laws— 
^that  neither  the  grand  juries, uor  the  petit 
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juries,  have  of  late  anlWered  the  expect 
tations  of  govern  men  t. 

As  to  the  appointment  of  the  council, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  neither  the  popular 
eledtlons  in  this  province,  nor  their  ap^ 
point ment  in  what  are  called  the  ruyat 
governments  by  the  king's 'mandamus; 
are  free  from  exceptions,  cfpecially  if  the 
council,  as  a  Irgiflativcbody,  is  intended 
to  anfwrr  the  idea  of  the  houfe  »^f  lords 
In  the  Britilh  legiQatiirc.  There  Ihe^ 
are  ftippofed  to  be  a  free  and  Indepen¬ 
dent  body;  and  on  their  being  fuch,  the 
iftrength  and  firmnefs  of  the  conftitutioii 
docs  very  much  depend;  whereas  the 
eledlion  or  appointment  of  the  councHk 
in  the  manner  befiire  mentioned,  render! 
them  altogether  dependent  on  their  eon- 
ftttuents.  The  king  is  the  fountain  df 
honour,  and  as  fuch  the  peers  of  the 
realm  derive  their  honours  from  him  3 
but  then  they  hold  them  by  a  furer  fe^ 
nure  than  the  provincial  eounfellors  wh6 
are  appointed  by  mandamus.  On  thk 
othtT  hand,  our  popular  eledions  very 
often  ezpofb  them  to  contempt ;  for  no¬ 
thing  is  more  common,  than  for  the  r6> 
prefentatives,  when  they  find  the  council 
a  little  untraAable  at  the  clofc  of  the 
ear,  to  remind  them  that  May  it  al 
and. 

It  may  be  accounted  by  the  colonies  lb 
dangerous  to  admit  of  any  alterations  Ih 
theS  charters,  as  itts  by  the  governenb 
in  the  church  to  make  any  in  the  efta- 
bbihmefit;  yet,  to  make  the  refemblai^ 
as  near  as  may  be  to  the  Britifti  parlra- 
ment,  fome  alteration  ia/jccefiary- 

h  is  not  requifitc  that  f  know  of  f!iat 
acuunfellor  fbould  be  a  freeholder.  Hit 
refidence,  according  to  the  charter,  is  a 
fufficieot  qualification  ;  for  that  prqvides 
only,  that  he  be  an  inhabitant  of,  cr  pro¬ 
prietor  of  lands,  within  the  diftriA  fer 
which  he  18  chofen;  whereas  the  pcc;5i 
of  tnc  realm  fit  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  as 
I  take  it,  in  virtue  of  their  baronies.  .If 
there  (hould  be  a  reform  of  any  of  tVe 
colony  charters,  with  a  ^iew  to  keep  np 
the  refemblance  of  the  three  eft  ate#  in 
England,  the  legiftative  council  fitouid 
conftft  of  men  or  landed  eftatei;  but,  ait 
onr  landed  eftates  here  are  fmali  at  pre- 
jent,  the  value  of  rool.  ftcHing  per  <rw- 
/rum  might,  in  feme  of  them  at  tesft,  be 
a  fofUcitnt  qualificatioii.  At  pur  eMdt 
are  partible  after  the  deccafe  of  the  ptti- 
prictor,  the  Honour  could  not  be  conti¬ 
nued  io  families  as  in  Bngiaod ;  it  nd|Ht» 
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however,  heconlinned  in  the  appointed 
quamdiu  bene  fe  and  proof  be 

required  of  fomc  malpradice  before  a 
fufpcnfion  or  removal.  Bankruptcy  alfo 
might  be  another  ground  for  removal. 
A  fmall  legifutive  council  might  anfwer 
the  purpofcb  of  government;  but  it 
might  tend  to  weaken  that  levelling 
principle  which  is  chcrilhed  by  the  pre- 
fent  popular  conftitution,  to  have  an  ho¬ 
norary  order  cdabiiflied,  out  of  which 
thec<»iincil  rtumld  be  appointed.  There 
no  way  now  to  put  a  man  of  fortune 
above  the  common  level,  and  exempt 
him  from  being  chofen  by  the  people  in¬ 
to  the  lower  offices,  but  his  being  ap¬ 
pointed  a  jufticc  of  the  peace;  this  is 
iVequently  done  when  there  is  no  kind 
of  expectation  of  his  undertaking  the 
Iriift,  and  has  its  iuconveniencies.  For 
icmedy  hereof,  it  might  he  expedient  to 
liave  an  order  of  patricians  or  efquires 
jnftituted,  to  be  all  men  of  fortune  or 
po«"»d  landed  eltatcs,  and  appointed  by 
the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  council, 
and  enrolled  in  the  fccretary’s  office,  who 
lliould  be  exempted  from  the  lower  t)f- 
iices  in  government,  as  the  juftices  now 
are,  and  to  have  the  legiflativc  council 
(which,  in  the  firft  inflance,  might  be  no¬ 
minated  by  the  crown)  from  time  to 
time  Hiled  up,  as  vacancies  happen,  out 
of  this  order  of  men,  who,  if  the  order 
coniiiled  only  of  men  of  landed  edates. 


might  eleCf  as  the  Scottiffi  peers  do,  on¬ 
ly  referving  to  the  king's  governor  a 
gative  on  luch  choice.'  The  king,  in  this 
cafe,  would  be  dill  acknowledged  as  the 
fountain  of  honour,  as  having,  in  the  firft 
indance,  the  appointment  of  the  perfons 
enrolled,  out  of  whom  the  council  are  to 
be  choien,  and  finally  having  a  negative 
on  the  choice ;  or  the  king  might  have 
the  immediate  appointment  by  manda¬ 
mus,  as  at  prefent  in  the  royaj  govern¬ 
ments.  As  the  gentlemen  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  w’ould  rank  above  the  body  from 
which  they  are  taken,  they  might  bear" a 
title  one  degree  above  that  of  efquire 
Befides  this  legiflativc  council,  a  pri»y< 
council  might  be  eftablifhed,  to  conlift  of 
fomc  or  all  of  thofe  perfons  who  condi* 
tate  the  legiflativc  council,  and  of  other 
perfons,  members  of  the  houfe  of  fcprc: 
fentatives,  or  other  wife  of  ndlc  or  didinc- 
tion,  which  would  extend  the  honours 
of  government,  and  afford  opportunity 
of  didinguiihing  men  of  character  and 
reputation,  the  expedlatioii  of  which 
would  make  government  more  relped' 
able.  ,  ^ 

.  I  would  not  trouble  you  with  thefe  r? 
vcrics  of  mine,  were  I  not  affored  of 
your  readinefs  to  forgive  the  comm'unb 
cation,  although  you  could  apply  it  to 
no  good  purpule.  t 

■  ITo  be  concluded  in  our  next,]  , , 
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September  9. — to  16. 

TURKEY  AND  RUSSIA. 

Peterjhurght  Aug.  17. 

“  "XTrE  exped  foon  to  hear  that  our 
V  V  grand  army  has  again  piffied 
the  D.inube;  for  we  have  received  ad¬ 
vice,  that  count  Romanzow,  after  day- 
ing  fomc  time  on  this  fide  of  the  faid 
river,  to  refreffi  his  troops,  has  left 
fomc  regiments  to  guard  the  banks,  and 
,his  marched  thirty  werds  to  the  wed, 
in  order  to  pafsit  there. 

“  In  the  account  which  her  imperial 
majedy  has  made  public,  of  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  her  troops  on  the  bther  fide  of 
the  Danube,  ffie  declares,  that  in  the  en¬ 
gagement  between  general  Weifman  and 
^^aman  Bicha  alone,  on  the  3d  of  July, 


the  Turks  had  3  700  men  killed,  and  1500 
mortally  wounded;  and  that  they  loft 
ihcir  camp,  artillery,. baggage,  waggons, 
dandards,  and  all  the  veffcls.  they  had 
on  the  Danirbe,  to  a  confidcraWc  t- 
mount,  bcfidcs  thole  loft  in  other  en* 
gagements;  and  that  (he  had  the  greateft 
reafon  to  he  fatisded  with  the  condud  of 
her  generals,  and  the  bravery  of  ner 
troops.”  .  4 

RUSSIA. 

Peterfburgh^  Aug,  “  The  ro^l 
navy  of  Ruffiia,  in  its  prefent  ftatc,  far 
exceeds  any  other  navy  of  Europe* 
(Great  Britain  and  Holland  excepted); 
and  the  daily,  nav  almoft  hourly  MB: 

,  provement  of  it,  may  in  a  fhort^^ti^ 
render  it  nearly  as  important  as 
the  before- mentioned  powers. 
great  number  of  Englifb,  Scott, 
and  Dutch*  arlificen  now  inlherdy** 
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dock-yards  is  amazing :  they  really  cx- 
\  cecd,  four  to  one,  of  the  Roflians  in  a 
t  juft- drawn  proportion.  They  arc  con- 

ftantly  employed  in  refitting  or  building 
fliips,  cfpccially  at  Riga  and  RcVel.** 

POLAND. 

IVarJanVf  Aug.  “The  judges  of 
the  Regicides  have  paflTcd  fentenqc  on 
them :  Kuzma,  or  Kofzynfki,  is  pardon 
ed  on  condition  of  quitting  Poland  for 
ever;  Lukawfki  is  to  lofe  his  hand,  and 
then  his  head,  his  body  to  be  burnt,  and 
his  afbes  thrown  into  the  river.  Pulawf- 
ki,  and  three  others  not  yet  taken,  are 
condemned  tothefamepunilhment:  Cy- 
bullki  to  lofe  his  head :  Reweniki  and 
Trankenherg,  are  condemred  to  perpe¬ 
tual  imprifonment;  Lukawiki*s  wife  to 
he  fent  for  three  years  to  the  houfe  of 
corredion ;  Zembrewfki,  being  an  accef- 
fary  only  after  the  tadt,  to  fuffer  one 
year’s  imprifonment.” 

Dantzickf  Aug.  17.  “The  king  of 
Pruflia  has  at  laft  thrown  ofF the  maik  of 
friendihip  which  he  for  fome  time  wore 
towards  this  city,  and  now  publicly  adts 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  proclaims  that  he 
means  to  treat  Dantzick  in  as  arbitrary 
a  manner  a»  any  city  under  his  dominion. 
The  infolence  of  his  officers,  and  even 
the  Common  Pruffian  foldiers  which  arc 
quartered  here  is  intolerable,  and  though 
repeated  complaints  have  been  made  of 
various  abufes  committed  by  them,  no 
redrefs  can  be  obtained ;  the  magiftrates 
want  fpirii  to  correct  fuch  violences, 
fea  ring  to  give  offence  to  the  Pruffian 
monarch,  who  has  been  complained  to 
on  thefe  circumftances,  but  as  yet  has 
taken  no  notice,  though  he  has  promifed 
to  redrefs  them.  A  few  nights  ago  as 
M.  Grobergh,  a  reputable  and  Wealthy 
burgher,  who  dwells  in  the  fuburbs  of 
Alftadt,  was  returning  home,  he  was  fei* 
near  to  his  ow  n  door  by  a  Pruffian 
officer  and  fome  foldiers,  who  confined 
him  in  hit  own  houfe,  in  which  they 
placed  a  guard,  and  feized  all  his  papers, 
&c.  What  bis  crime  is  (if  anv)  is  not 
publicly  known,  nor  dare  any  inquiry 
be  made  into  it,  as  the  officer  is  thought 
to  have  received  hfs  orders  from  the  king 
of  Prullia  himlklf,  or  be  never  w*  iild 
have  proceeded  in  ftich  a  daring  and  vio¬ 
lent  manner.  Tlie  fliips  of  war  which 
are  building  here  for  hrs  Pruffian  majef- 
ty’s  ufc  are  m  great  forwardaefi,  and 
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will  be  launched  very  focki  in  thg  next 
fummer.** 

Dantzick^  4ug.  30.  “  The  Engllfti' 
merchants,  to  whom  the  admiralty  of 
Great  Britain  had  given  commifli'on  to 
purchafe  timber  and  oak  planks,  have 
received  advice,  that  many  barks  laden 
with  the  above  comm->ditic8,  in  goings 
down  the  Viftula,  were  ftopt  at  Fordan, 
and  conducted  to  Elbing,  where  the  dt- 
rc(5tors  of  the  Pruffian  company  paid  the 
value  to  the  proprietors.  They  continue 
t()  work  with  diu^’ence  in  the  ‘yards  of 
Konigfberg  and  Pilhu,  from  which  ports 
a  confiderablc  armament  will  be  fooit 
ready  to  put  to  fea.  They  have  added 
to  the  above  a  Dutch  frfgatc,  purchafed 
at  this  place.  There  are  at  ^ettin  feven 
frigates  ready  to  put  to  (ea',  and  they  are 
af  work  on  feverarf  others.” 

German  y. 

Berlttt;  Aug.  17:  *  His  Pruffiad 
rtajefly  has  juft  given  orders  for  all  the 
regiments  of  foot,  now  at  Pvitzdam,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  dVtachrrirnt  of  four  thou- 
fand  picked  men  out  of  thd  royal  artille¬ 
ry  regiments,  and  two  hund«ed  engi^ 
neers,  with  a  great  number  of  lab<»urerf,' 
to  hold  thcmtelves  m  im'irrcdiatc  readi- 
nefs  for  marching  into  his  majefty’s  nevr 
poffeffions  in  Polifh  Priiffia,  and  a  large' 
quantity  of  cannon,  military  ftores,  are 
llkewife  preparing  to  be  fent  off  w’irh 
them  The  inleni  of  this  preparation  is 
publicly  faid  to  be  effedually  to  redact 
and  fecure  the  cities  of  Dantzick  and 
Tb  orn.” 

Berlin^  Aug.  a4*  "  The  alteration 
which  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the 
ramrods  of  the  foldiers  miilkcts,*  which 
are  now  made  alike  at  each  end,  fo  that 
the  men  need  not  tufn  them  to  charge^ 
has  made  ah  entire  alteration  in  the  ex- 
ercife  which  the  troops  are  now  daily 
employed  in  Irafnfng  Formerly  the 
Pruffian  infantry  made  but  five  fires  in  m 
minute,  fome  regimcms  feVen,  but,  with 
the  new  ramrtids  and  new  cxercifetp 
they  will  be  able  to  make  ten  difeharges 
in  a  minute. 

Berlin^  'lug.  **  It  was  rej^trd 
a  mi  nth  ago,  fhit  accf>f<flfTg  to  a  nevr 
treaty  which  has  lately  taken  place  a*^ 
inong  the  three  alMed  powers,  our  king 
is  to  prfleis  the  duchy  of  Courland :  It 
is  likewife  afferttd,  that  his  royal  htgb- 
Dcfs  p/ince  Henry  will  ibon  let  out  for 
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Pctfrfbnrgh;  and  it  is  juft  now  confi¬ 
dently  aftVrted  here,  that  his  highnefs 
will  be,  according  to  that  treaty,  created 
duke  of  Courland;  which  report  gains 
ground,  owing  to  the  following  circuna- 
ftancch:  Firft,  It  is  well  known,  and  it 
likewile  appeared  here  in  the  public  pa¬ 
pers  of  laft  year,  that  when  our  king  of¬ 
fered  the  high  poft  of  Stadtholdcr  gene¬ 
ral  in  New  Prnflia  to  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick,  and  that  priiKc  nobly  refufed 
it,  the  king  exprefled  the  grealeft  afto- 
ntftiinent  on  I'uch  refuial,  faying,  “  Had 
1  net  other  views  for  prince  Henry,  I 
ihoiild  have  thought  that  poft  high  e- 
nough  to  have  offered  to  him,  though 
he  is  my  brt>ther.**  Secondly,  We  are 
juft  informed  from  Pcterfbuigh,  that  the 
duke  Biron  of  Courland,  forefeeing  his 
impending  fate,  has,  in  order  to  become 
conneded  with,  and  a  kinfman  to  the 
court  of  Peleifburgh,  offered  marriage 
tv>  one  of  the  prlncefles  of  Darmftadt; 
hut  the  emprefs  was  no  fooner  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  duke’s  defign,  than  flie  fent 
him  word  that  (he  would  advife  him  not 
to  enter  into  the  matrimonial  ftate  again. 
'I'hcfe  two-circumftanccs  induce  us  to 
credit  the  above  reports.’* 

Haguc^  Aug,  SI.  “  According  to 
the  laft  letters  from  Hamburgh,  tw'o 
Pruffian  commiffaries  are  now  in  that 
city,  endeavouring  to  eftabliO)  a  compa¬ 
ny  of  merchants,  who  (hall,  for  the  fu. 
ture,  have  all  the  merchandize  that  paf- 
I'es  by  the  way  of  Hamburgh  into  the  do¬ 
minions  of  the  king  of  Prnflia,  go  thro* 
their  hands  ;  for  which  they  arc  to  pay  a 
duty  of  fix  crowns  per  cent,  on  their 
coming  in,  and  the  fame  on  going  out  of 
the  country.  TUefe  letters  add,  that  the 
emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruflia  bad  a 
private  interview  the  17th  inftant;  fome 
iay  at  Neifs,  and  others  at  Brieg  in  Silf- 
fia,  in  which  they  gave  each  other  reci¬ 
procal  aflurances  of  the  greaheft  friend- 
ftip.” 

ITALY. 

Aug,  17.  “  Yefterdav  at 

night  a  detachment  of  Corfican  foldiera 
went  to  each  of  the  colleges,  and  other 
houfes  of  the  Jefuits,  with  the  following 
prelates,  .viz.  Mcff.  Macedonio,  Alfani, 
Serfale,  Zaccheri,  Dionigi,  Archetti,  Ri- 
ganti,  Paflionei,  Foggini,  and  Della- Por¬ 
ta.  The  foldiers  having  taken  poft  both 
Vtvhin  and  without  thefe  refpedtive 
houfes,  the  above  deputies  aflemblCd  the* 
commuuit)’,  and  caufed  to  be  read  to 


them,  by  the  notaries  nominated  for 
that  purpofe,  the  brief  which  occafioned 
their  cummiffion,  and  the  bull  of  their 
fuppreflion.  After  which,  they  fuceef* 
fively  put  the  feal  on  the  archieve8,.chcfts' 
of  filver  plate,  and  of  provifiuns.  They 
then  left  the  foldiers  in  the  faid  houfea 
and  colleges,  to^ave  an  eye  over  thofe 
individuals  who  in  the  fpace  of  eight 
day#  were  to  quit  the  habit  of  their  or 
den  The  Jefuits  cumraeoced  from  this 
morning  to  give  up  their  fchoots,  and  are 
no  longer  to  exercife  the  fun^ions  of 
their  miniftry.** 

FRANCE. 

Extra  fl  of  a  letter  from  Raris,  to  a 
gentleman  in  Dublin^dated  Aug, 

A  fracas  happened  lately  at  the  Italian 
opera  here,  between  an  Irifli  geqtleman  of 
fortune,  well  knowm  at  the  Curragh,  and 
other  public  places  of  amufement,  and» 
French  general  officer  of  high  rank,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  former’s  rcfufing  togive  pre¬ 
cedence  in  one  of  the  boxes.  TheFrcnch- 
mau,  who  is  a  marefchal,  and  decorated 
with  a  red  ribband  and  ftar,  infifted  on 
the  Irifh  fquire’s  removing  from  the  up¬ 
per  end,  where  he  had  been  fome  time 
feated,  and  changing  places  with  hit 
lordfhip,  which  the  other  as  pofilively 
refufed.  Swuirds  were  inftantly  drawn ; 
but  the  commiflary,  who  always  attends 
with  a  party  of  the  blue  guards,  put  an 
end  to  the  affray,  by  politely  (hewing  the 
Hibernian  into  another  box.  When  the 
play  was  over,  the  humane  commiflary 
obliged  the  gentlemen  to  pafs  their  ho¬ 
nour  that  they  would  offer  no  violence 
to  each  other,  but  leave  the  point  of 
precedence  to  be  determined  by  a  court 
of  chivalry.  To  this  they  agreed,  and 
a  board  of  marefchals  and  principal  ma^ 
tens  of  ceremonies,  .introdudors  of  am- 
bafladors,  being  aflembled  at  the  Hotel 
dc  Greives,  the  French  officer  was  ecu- 
fured  for  his  want  of  hofpitality  to  a 
ftranger but  this  claim  being  allowed, 
to  prevent  further  altercation  bctwwi 
foreigners  of  rank  and  the  native  nobili¬ 
ty,  it  was  decreed,  that  the  gcircral 
ihould  beg  the  Irifli  gentleman’s  par^o, 
for  endeavouring  to  turn  him  out  01  • 
feat  he  had  paid  for  ;.wbo  muft  alfo  mate 
a  like  fubmiffion  for  drawing  his 
and  refufing'  to  give  place  to  a  « 
France:  And  that  whenever  a  foreign 
and  a  native  met  at  any  poWic  cnlrt’- 
tainment,  the  one  (hould  have  prece* 
dcoce  in  going  in,  and  the  other  in 
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Ing  rut.  Thus  was  an  affair  adjuflcd  to 
the  fatisfadion  of  all  parties,  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  an  infigniBcant  punctilio, 
that  fremed  to  divide  the  honour  while 
it  preferved  it  entire.” 

SPAIN. 

G  ihraltar^  Aug,  i  a.  “A  fmaH  fqua- 
dron  of  Spanifh  Blips  of  war,  confifting 
of  two  50  gun  Blips,  and  two  frigates 
of  30  guns  each,  having  under  their  con¬ 
voy  ten  fail  of  tranfports  with  troops  on 
Iniard,  have  juft  arrived  off  Oran,  and 
are  now  landing*  the  men.  The  number 
of  troops  on  board  the  tranfports,  we 
hear,  was  fe«en  thoufand,  which  added 
to  the  SpaniBi  army  in  the  vicinity  of  O- 
ran  before,  amounts  to  upwards  of  fix- 
teen  thoufand  men.  The  arrival  of  this 
reinforcement  pofitivcly  confirms  the  o- 
piftion  long  entertained  here,  that  the 
Spaniards  mean  to  carry  on  a  war  with 
the  Moors  with  the  utmuft  vigour,” 

AMERICA. 

Charlejlo^wnt  July  **  As  foon  as 
the  ceffion  of  lands  to  his  majefty  was 
made  at  the  late  congrefs  at  Augufta  by 
the  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians,  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts  due  by  them  to 
the  traders,  andcontraifted  fince  the  year 
1761,  the  faid  traders  executed,  under 
their  hands  and  feals,  a  general  releafe 
and  difeharge  to  the  faid  nations  of  In¬ 
dians,  and  another  writing  or  difeharge 
againft  any  claim  on  the  crown  or  on  tlie 
province  of  Georgia,  on  account  of  their 
debts  nr  demands  againft  the  Indians  a- 
forefaid,  declaring  themfetves  fully  fatif- 
Bed  to  take  their  chance  of  being  paid 
whatever  may  appear  to  be  due  to  them 
refpe^tivcly,  by  and  out  of  the  monies 
which  may  ariiefrom  the  (ale  of  the  ce¬ 
ded  lands,  after  defraying  the  cxpencca 
of  the  congrefs,  and  fuch  other  charges 
and  expcQccs  as  will  n^dTarily  ari(e  in 
carrying  the  meafure  into  execution ;  and 
if  there  Biuuld  happen  to  be  a  deficiency, 
they  further  confent  and  agree  to  abate 
in  proportion  to  the  fum  or  Turns  that 
may  be  due  to  them,  as  the  fame  (hall  be 
fettled  by  and  with  the  governor  and 
council  of  the  province  of  Georgia*  ap¬ 
pointed  by  hit  m;gefty  to  fettle  their  (e- 
veral  claims. 

**  The  hon.  John  Stuart,  fuperinlen- 
dant  of  Indian  affairs,  communicated  to 
ahe  likbaai,  a^cmbied  at  the  late  poft* 


grefs  at  Augufta,  the  defign  of  eftablifti- 
ing  a  new  goverment  on  the  Ohio,  and 
his  majefty*8  gracious  attention  to  the 
intereft  of  the  Indians,  in  reftri^ing  the 
patentees  from  making  any  fettlemcnta 
on  the  lands  referved  to  the  Cberokeei^ 
by  the  treaty  concluded  by  the  fuperin- 
tendant  for  his  majefty  with  thofe  Indi¬ 
ans  in  the  year  1770*;  and  by  direding 
that  the  faid  lands  (hall  remain  whullf 
unfettled  and  unoccupied,  agreeably  to 
the  faid  treaty.  The  Indians  cxprelTed 
the  moft  grateful  fenfe  of  the  royal  ca^e 
extended  to  them,  and  departed  to  their 
own  countr  well  (atisfied,  and  in  veiy 
good  temper.” 

“  His  excellency  governor  Martin,  of 
North- Carolina,  has  UTued  three  procla¬ 
mations;^  one  requiring  the  immediate 
payment  of- his  majefty*!  <)uit-rcnu  In 
that  province,  and  two  others  requiring 
the  payment  of  the  provincial  taxes  to 
the  Iherifts,  and  the  duties  charged  on 
■fum,  wine,  See.  to  the  colledors  thereof. 
It  appears  the  people  in  North  Carolina 
were  of  opinion'that  his  majefty  intend¬ 
ed  to  remit  all  arrears  of  quit- rents,  and 
that  the  (herifts,  &c.  had  no  authority  to 
receive  taxes  ;  but  the  governor  informs 
them  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  fuels 
a  report. 

“  The  price  of  Ifidian  com  in  Georgia 
exceeding  a  s.  6  d.  Sterling  the  bufhel : 
his  excellency  Sir  James  Wright,  Bait, 
has  ifiPued  a  prodamation,  agreeable  to 
an  ad  of  aflembly  of  the  faid  province^ 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  that  grain 
until  the  aift  day  of  September  next. 
The  price  of  Indian  corn,  ttie  growth  of 
this  province',  is  sj  s.  currency  the  bu- 
Biel,'  fomc  imported  from  North -Caroli¬ 
na,  Ac.  is  fold  at  aoa.  rice  continues  at 
70 1.  the  100  lib. 

**  A  philofophical  fociety  Is  eftabfilfaed 
in  Virginia,  of  which  his  excellency  the 
carl  of  Dunmore  if  patron  ;  it  confifts  of 
one  hundred  mentbers.” 

Charteflff^n^  July  ad.  A  murder 
has  lately  been  committed  on  two  Indi¬ 
ans,  of  which  we  have  had  the  following 
particulars.  As  the  Cherokees  were  re¬ 
turning  from  the  late  treaty  at  Augufta, 
to  their  own'oouotry,  a  party  of  them 
encamped  on  the  north  fide  of  Broad- 
river,  and  the  next  morniug  two  of  the 
pa'rty  crofted  the  river  agavn  without 
their  gona  or  march-coats,  and  went  to 
a  houte  built  on^  the  banks  of  the  river 
by  John  Collins,  who  was  then  Iroin 
hooic.  lils  iba  ikxckiah  CoRlas 
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bandit  with  the  Indians,  and  dehred  a 
^uman  then  in  the  houfc  to  give  them 
fomc  vidtuais,  which  (liC  had.no  fooner 
done,  and  the  Indiaub  hegun  to  eat,  than 
the  laid  llcztkiah  Collins  took  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  (liiMtt  them  both  with  one 
<hot,' without  the  leaft  ihidow  of  provo¬ 
cation.  Qld  Collins  foon  coming  home, 
alTiftcd  his  fun  in  dragging  them  to  the 
liver,  where  they  tied  the  Jbodies  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  rope  about  their  oecks,  and 
a  large  (lone  at  the  end  of  it,‘  and  funk 
therh  in  a  deep  hole  in  the  river.  The 
other  Indians,  after  waiting  ^  cunhdera- 
ble  time,  fet  off  for  Toogoloo,  carrying 
with  them  the  effe^  of  their  two  unfor¬ 
tunate  brethren;  and  having  remained  at 
home  about  three  days,  and  hearing  no 
thing  of  them,  they  began  to  be  very  un- 
cafy,  and  threatened  vengeance.  The 
traders  had  notice  from  an  Indian  wo¬ 
man  of  what  was  ipedifating,  and  inat|e 
their  clcape  from  the  town  in  fhc  night. 
‘As  foon  as  Mr  Cameron,  deputy  fu- 
perintendanf  of  India  affairs,’ had  notice 
«*f  the  murder,  he  difpatched  meffen- 
gers  to  1^6  India  country,  promifing  that 
every  (lep  (hou)d  be  taken  to  apprehend 
the  mm  dri  er,  w  ho,  on  convi^ion,  w’ould 
be  poniftied  with  death.  John  Collins, 
the  father,  has  been  apprehended,  but 
the  foil  w’^6  not  taken  when  the  lall  ad* 
vices  came  away.  Mr  Cameron  has  of¬ 
fered  a  confiderable  reward  for  appre¬ 
hending  him,*  and  fcveral  parties  were 
put  after  him.  The  people  in  the  back- 
pouniry  arc  greatly  alarmed,  and  yet 
many  of  them  approve  of  what  Collins 
has  done,  a-  a  meritorious  action.'  T^c 
two  Indians  murdered  w’crc  both  young 
men,  and  related  to  the  principal  j>eop1e 
in  their  touniry.  Tlie  Chefokees  think 
it  peculiarly  hard^  as  the  hoiifes  where- 
in  their’ countrymen  were  killed,  h^d 
been  built  on  their  lands  before  the  cef- 
hon.  lire  warriors,  and  Headmen  of  the 
lower- towps  have  promifed  Mr  Cameron 
that  they  w  ill  allow  »  reafonable  time  fpr 
apprehending  the  murderer,’  and  that 
they  depend  on  having  jufticc^one  them 
pccordinc  to  trcfity. 

\Several  American  articles  deferred,') 

ENGLAND. 

London,  SrpT.  to  ii. 

^Authentic  letters  from  Vienna  and 
other  parts  of  Germany,  which  arriv¬ 
ed  vtflerday,  declare,  that  a  body  of 
p.nod  Ottomans^  chiefly  SpahiSj  Or 


horfemen,  having  crnlTcd  the  Danube 
in  purfuil  of  the  Ruffian  army  which 
had  been  retreating  foinc  days  before, 
fell  uprtii  its  rear  guaixli  which,  after 
great  (laughter,  they  totally  routed. 
The  Kufliansjuft  ijqq  men  on  this  oc- 
ca(i<>n,  nir.e  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fie- 
yeral  pair  of  colours.  ; 

A  letter  from  Dantzick,  dated  Aug. 
fays,  “  The  Pruflian  agents  have  forbid¬ 
den  the  lieacons  to  be  lighted,  fo  that  the 
vcffcls  which  enter  the  harbour,  cfpccial- 
ly  in  the  night-time,  run  great  riflt  of 
perilhing.  When  reprefentations  were 
made  to  the  Pri;(I)aii  infpedor  of  the 
great  danger  to  which  all  (hipM,  coming 
into  the  hat  hour,  would  be  expofed  bf 
this  prohibitioo,  he  anfwtrcd  the  man, 
who  was  fent  to  make  thefe  rcprcfeni^-' 
lions,  in  the  true  Pruflian  (tile:  “  Go, 
go,  rafcai,  my  mafter  will  foon  find  means 
of  making  the  town  pay  f,»r  the  (hips 
which  niay  be  loft.**  Nothing  dedlive  }t 
yet  fixed :  we  arc  every  day  more  and 
more  oppreffed  by  the  PruflGans;  new 
barracks  fi>r  the  guards  are  tftablifhed: 
pew  txcife- officers  at  our  gates;  anq 
hiittcries  eredted  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour;  ftill,  however,  we  hi‘pe  that 
w'e  (hall  be  able  to  treat  with  the  king  of 
prulfia  as  pc  ircffor,  not  as  foycretgn  ^ 
the  Harbour.** 

AiUtther  letter  from  Danttipk  fays, 
“  Though  there  has  been  much  infolen^c 
(hewn  1)11  the  fide  cf  P.uffia,  tliere  has 
been  no  meannefs,  abjedlion,  or  ferviliiy, 
oil  the  fide  of  the  town.  Our  magiftrates 
have  never  demanded  the 
the  king  of  Prulfia;  they  have  only  defi- 
red  him  tn  defift  from  an  unjiifl  and  ty¬ 
rannical  abufe  of  his  power;  they  have 
offered  money  to  purchal'e  the  ccflalion 
of  hii  oporelfions ;  but  they  offer  it  on 
tjie  principle  only  of  getting  from  under 
the  hands  of  an  oppielfor;  they  have  ne¬ 
ver  allowed  fii<  pretended  right ;  they 
have  conftantly  alTcrted  their  o^n;  have 
conftantly  declared  their  dependence  on 
the  king  of  Poland  alone.  Dantxick 
may  be  forced  in  the  end  to  fubmit;  it 
muff,  if  one  court  i|uibbles  away  the 
force  of  the  ftrongeft,  moft  explicit,  ind 
moft  folemn’ adl,  that  ever  was  paffed; 
if  another, fuffers  its  name  to  be  uled,  tn 
order  to  haften  and  fandlify  the  ru’m  of  * 
'town  it  is  ort  every  account ‘bound  to 
protcdl :  But  Dantzick  will  not  fall  alone : 
the  moment  in  which  the  king  of  Pr'iW 
gains  pofTeffion  of  Dantzick',  the  wh(^ 
fyltem  of  Europe  will  be  (hikau** 
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It  it  faM,  with  coofklence,  that  the 
PrufTian  armjr,  at  tbii  time,  confifts  of 
ntar  100,000  tffedive  men. 

They  write  from  Paris,  that  a  Pruffian 
nobleman  has  lately  been  arreftcd  there, 
ami  carried  to  the  Baftile. 

The  following  is  an  anthentic  copy  of 
a  letter  lately  fent  by  poll. 

To  htr  Imperial  Majefiy,  the  Em^ 
pre/s- queen  ^Hungary  and  Bohe¬ 
mia,  Cr. 

“  May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

“  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to 
your  majefty  an  affair  with  which  you 
are  not  unacquainted,  |  mean  the  Dutch 
loan  on  Siltlia,  which  was  borrowed  by 
your  father,  the  emperor  Charles  VI. 
Your  majefty  difeharged  the  intereft  to 
the  I  ft  of  laiiuary  1741,  ftnee  which  no¬ 
thing  has  been  paid. 

“  When  your  majefty  ceded  part  of 
Silefia  to  hit  Pruffian  majefty  in  r74i«  he 
agreed,  by  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Berlin,  concluded  that  year,  to  pay 
the  fame,  fubjeift  to  a  liquidation  with 
the  putch;  but,  as  nothing  has  been 
done  therein,  forces  me  (who  am  a  very 
great  creditor,  and  greatly  diftrefled  on 
that  account)  to  apply  to  your  majefty, 
in  hopes  that,  as  the  fame  was  contraA- 
cd  by  your  royal  father,  you  will  be  gra- 
cioufly  pltafed  to  interpofe  /our  royal 
authority  with  his  Pruffian  majefty,  011 
behalf  of  the  creditors,  who  have  been 
kept  out  of  their  property  three  years 
and  a  half. 

“  If  hiK  Pruffian  majefty  has  any  claim 
on  Holland,  it  is  neither  law  nor  equity 
ftopping  this  loan,  being  a  debt  be  never 
contraded.  In  faA,  he  makes  reprifals 
upon  your  majefty’s  creditors ;  and,  un- 
lefi  his  majefty  pays  tbit  loan,  he  has  no 
right  to  keep  Silefia,  in  prejudice  of  the 
mortgagees. 

“  As  your  majefty’s  honour  is  greatly 
concerned  to  fee  the  fame  paid,  1  flitter 
myfelf  you  will  reprefent  the  lame  to  his 
Pruffian  majefty. 

“  I  h<»pe  your  majefty  (who  w  ib  juft 
a  princefs)  will  not  be  uftended  on  my 
making  this  application;  but  there  is  no 
body  elfe  i  can  apply  to  but  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  as  being  heirefs  to  the  emperor 
Charles  VI. — I  am. 

With  the  greateft  fuhmiffion. 

Your  majefty't  moft  humble, 

And  moft  obedient  fervint. 


P,  S.  •*  On  the  ift  of  laft  month,  mf 
loan,  with  intereft,  amounted  to  57.075 
guilders. — By  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle  in  1748,  England  guaranteed  Silcffa 
to  his  Pruihan  majefty,  and  ought  to  fee 
that  juftice  is  done  to  mottgagees.** 

We  hear  that  an  artift  in  Sweden  haa 
invented  a  veflcl,  of  the  fizc  and  form  of 
a  Chinefe  Proa,  having  no  ftern,  but 
(harp  at  both  ends,  which,  without  the 
help  of  oars,  wind,  or  tide,  runs  at  the 
rate  of  thirty  knots  an  hour,  by  meaua 
of  a  machine  fixed  on  the  deck,  and 
which  being  worked  by  four  men,  can 
overcome  the  refiftance  of  a  rough  hard 
Tea,  and  contrary  wind,  but  is  calily  ma¬ 
naged  by  one  in  calm  weather.  Hit 
Swedifh  majefty  faw  a  trial  of  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  flying  Proa  in  the  bay  of  Carl- 
feroon,  at  which  he  exprefled  the  higheft 
aftoniffimcnt,and  prefented  the  ingenious 
builder  with  500  ducats. ' 

Letters  from  Turin  mention,  that  hia 
Sardinian  majefty  had  juft  put  the  finilh- 
ing  band  to  a  new  treaty  of  commerce 
with  hit  Sicilian  majefty,  by  which  the 
ihips  of  the  former  are  intiiied  to  fome 
new  privileges  in  the  ports  id  the  two 
Sicilies. 

They  write  from  Marfeille^,  that  two 
very  eminent  merchants  at  Lyvuii  have 
failed  for  large  Aims,  their  tr^e  to  A- 
leppo,  Smyrna,  and  Conftantiiiople,  be¬ 
ing  entirely  ftagnated  by  the  long  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  war  between  the  Torkt 
and  Ruffians. 

They  write  from  Breflaw,  that  a  great 
number  of  PuH(h  ht>rle«  have  of  Ute 
been  purchafed  there  on  French  account# 

They  write  from  Toulon*  that  in 
confcqaence  of  the  extraordinary  en¬ 
couragement  'offered  to  foreigners  to 
fettle  in  Coriica,  upwards* of  300  (chief¬ 
ly  Englifh  and  Irilh)  artificers  h  id  ar¬ 
rived  there,  and  were  immtdiatHy  Ihip- 
pN^  off,  at  the  government’s  expence,  fur' 
that  ifland. 

The  princefs  of  8to!berg*s  vifit  to  Eng¬ 
land,  which  was  propoied  Mr  this  winter, 
is  deferred,  on  account  of  her  highnefs’a 
pregnancy. 

Great  Britain,  by  h^r  dHpnte  with  the 
American  Culomes,  It  fkid  to  lofe  an 
hundred  thoufand  pouodt  in  her  revenue 
by  their  article  of  tea  only,  which  they 
now  get  from  Holland,  and  otbey 
places. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  week,  up» 
wards  of  |oo,coot.  worth  of  light  gqHt* 
coin  yrai  Ivunght  to  the  bank* 
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In  Yorkfhirr,  and  the  north  of  Eng-  a  gentleman.”  The  gentlemen  then 
land  in  general,  gold  coin  pafleR  cu»^rent  (liook  hands,  went  and  fpent  the  even- 


for  its  weight.  People  in  moft  places 
finding  fuch  difficulties  occur,  have  taken 
that  method  to  obviate  them. 

A  hill  for  introducing  fome  very  ne- 
ceffary  regnlaTionv  in  the  coin  and  hop 
trnde,  is  intended  to  be  offered  to  the 
confideration  of  parliament  early  in  the 
enluing  Uffion. 

The  folIi>wing  is  given  as  a  true  ac¬ 
count  <»f  the  duel  fought  between  Mr 
Fitzgerald  and  Mr  Scawen  by  one  of 
the  records,  and  which  be  has  authenti- 
citcri  with  his  name: 

When  the  gentlemen  came  to  the 
ground,  w!  irh  was  in  the  Queen’s  coun¬ 
try,  l>etwecn  Pontau  Treflin  and  Tour- 
tiay,  Mr  I'ity.gerald  loaded  his  piffols, 
and  Mr  Nu^'t^nt,  Mr  Seawen’s  fecond, 
ailiffed  Mr  Scawen  to  load  his.  It  w;i8 
.agreed  tnat  the  diftance  Ihould  be  ten 
Heps,  which  was  meafured  by  the  fe- 
condfi,  and  the  choice  of  places  deter¬ 
mined  by  throwing  up  a  piece  of  mo¬ 
ney,  by  svhich  it  tell  on  Mr  Scawen. 
The  principals  then  took  their  ground, 
and  the  feconds  retired,  Mr  Scawen 
niked  Mr  Fitzgerald  if  he  would  fire 
tirlt,  which  he  accepted,  and  immeiliatr- 
ly  difeharged  his  piftol,  and  the  b  ill  paf- 
Feil  under  Mr  Scawen’s  chin ;  Mr  Sca- 
W'Mi  then  pielented  and  levelled  his  pif- 
tol ;  and  Mr  Fitzgerald,  iu  bringing  his 
Jccond  piftol  to  a  level,  accidentally  dil- 
chirgcd  it  before  Mr  Scawen  had  fired 
iiis  firff ;  upon  wlik  b  Mr  Scawen  laid, 

Mr  Fitzgerald,  you  have  fired  yiuir 
fecond  piftol;”  to  which  Mr  Fitzgerald 
replied,  “  It  is  true, Sir,  but  1  allure  you 
it  was  merely  accidental,  and  I  alk  your 
pardon  for  it;’*  and  then  advancing  a 
p^cc  or  two  towards  Mr  Scawen,  Mr 
Fi’zgcrald  added,  “  you  have  both 
ycur  piftob.  Sir,  I  defire  you  will  fire 
them,  and  wt  will  both  load  again:” 
Mr  Scaw  en  then  faid,  “  Sir,  it  makes  no 
difference — I  am  glad  it  happened  fo;” 
and  immediately  came  up  to  Mr  Fitzge¬ 
rald,  and  addreffing  himlelf  to  him,  told 
him,  “  if  he  had  faid  any  thing  difref- 
.  pciitful  againft  him,  it  muft  be  when  he 
was  difordered  with  llijuor,  and  he  was 
extremely  forry  for  it;”  and  taking  a 
cane  out  of  one  of  the  fiirgeons  hands, 
he  delivered  it  to  Mr  Fitzgerald,  who 
very  lightly  laid  it  cn  Mr  Scawen’b  ihoul- 
ders,  and  a!  ter  wards  told  Mr  Scawen, 

that  he  was  very  fi^rcy  for  what  l.c  had 

jatd  to  him.  as  he  had  sow  behaved  like 

•  r 


ing  together,  and  parted  perfcdly  re-  I 
conciled.  I 

Cha&lfs  Thomas  Fagah-  I 

Thurldav  the  grand  jury  for  the  coun-  I 
ty  of  Middlefex  found  three  bills  of  in-  I 
diiflment  on  the  black  ad,  againft  a  cci-  | 
tain  general  officer,  for  ffmotiog  ink  I 
dwelling  houfe  at  the  (heriffs  officers,  | 
when  they  came  to  arreft  him  lately  at  | 
his  lodgings  in  C  — n-ftrect,  in  the 
Strand ;  whereupon  he  was  immedUtely 
removH  to  Newgate,  in  order  to  take  his 
trial  at  the  feiTions  at  the  Oid  Bailey.  It 
is  laid  heischirged  with  debts  in  the 
(beriff's  office  to  the  amount  of  about 
6000 1. 

By  letters  from  Dublin  we  learn,  that 
tranquillity  is  happily  reftored  to  that 
city,  through  the  fpirited  condud  of  the 
magiftrates,  and  that  the  deluded  rioters 
have  again  returned  to  their  families  and 
eiuploymenti.  • 

SCOTLAND. 

Edinburgh,  September  i6. 

On  Saturday  fe’en- night,  Mr  James 
Duckworth  (late  a  grocer  and  hop- mer¬ 
chant  at  Birmingham),  who  was  con¬ 
demned  at  the  affizes  held  at  Warwick 
on  the  a6ih  of  July  Uft,  for  fclonioufly 
clipping  and  diminiffiing  the  current 
coin  of  this  kingdom  calied  guineas,  was 
executed  at  that  place,  purfuaiit  to  bis 
fentence.  He  was  ab^t  $6  years  of  ' 
age,  and,  wnen  he  was  committedt 
fuppofed  to  be  near  14  ftoOe  weight; 
but,  by  confinement  and  uocafinefs,  be 
loft  about  four  ftooc  of  bis  corpuleocy. 
He  has  left  a  widow  and  two  daufhttss. 
He  was  fuppolcd  to  be  worth  at  Icift 
5000 1,  w’h'ich  he  made  over  to  tniiee* 
for  his  children  before  he  was  tried. 
His  weight  was  fo  great  that  he  died  la 
left  than  a  minute  after  .being  bung  up. 

The  Buchanan,  M<.>ody,  from  GM* 
gow,  is  arrived  at  New*  York  with  olM* 
ty  paflengers,  many  of  whom  arerefpe^* 
able  perfons,  w'ho  propole  fettling  ** 
Quebec. 

Several  public  fpirited  gentlemen  bai^ 
agreed  to  build  a  free  bridge  over  Inc 
Clyde,  near  Sh  iwfield,  for  the 
the  country  on  that  quarter ;  anti  thf 
fame'  is  propofed  to  be  carried  into exe* 
cution  next  fpring. 

Wc  hear  from  MontciUi,  tk^l# 
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Thurfday  fe’en-night,  a  melancholy  ac- 
liilcut  happened  to  a  farmer  in  the  pa- 
rilh  of  Kilmadock,  who,  having  fet  fire  to 
a  lime  kiln  the  night  before,  went  out  to 
fte  uhtther  it  waft  kindling  or  not,  and, 
ftooping  down  to  the  vent,  was  unlucki¬ 
ly  futf('cated  with  the  fmoke,  and  expi- 
^fe  has  left  a  widow,  and  twelve 
children  in  poor  ctrcnmllances. 

We  hear  from  Strath fpey,  that  the 
poor  people  in  Badenoch  and  Lochaber 
are  in  a  niofl  pitiful  fituation  for  want  of 
mc/tl.  They  are  reduced  to  live*  on 
bloinl,  which'  they  draw  from  their 
cattle  by  repeated  bleedings.  Need  we 
wonder  to  hear  of  emigrations  from 
luch  a  country  ? 

On  Monday  fe’en  night,  two  young 
men  were  drowned,  as  they  were  con¬ 
ducing  a  float  of  wood  down  Dee, 
which  was  much  fwelled  by  the  rain. 
One  of  the  young  men,  John  Charles, 
was  formerly  precentor  of  the  Chapd  of 
Eafe  at  Aberdeen,  and  is  much  regretted 
by  his  acquaintance. 

We  hear  that  the  direCors  of  the 
hanking  company  at  Aberdeen,  in  order 
to  acct  mmodatc  the  country,  have  a- 
greed  to  receive  at  their  office  all  light 
gold  (not  current  bv  the  late  aC),  at  the 
rate  of  3  I,  1 7  s.  ic^  d.  per  ounce. 

Extra^i  of^a  letter  from  Dalkeith^ 
Sept*  19. 

*•  The  following  droll  affair  happened 
here  this  week  A  cooper  in  this  place 
had  been  fome  time  in  courtfhip  with  a 
girl  in  the  neighbourhood^  and  bad  ob¬ 
tained  her  coufent  of  marriage.  They 
had  been  proclaimed  three  Sundays  in 
the  church,  and  the  m'trriage  was  to  he 
fulcmniKed  this  day.  Some  weeks  ago^ 
the  bride  had  gone  to  Edinburgh  to  pro¬ 
vide  fome  things  for  the  wedding,  and 
the  cooper,  according  to  appointment, 
went  in,  a  few  days  after,  with  a  horfe 
and  a  pad,  to  bring  her  out  to  M— — n, 
where  (he  had  been  ferving.  Alighting 
at  the  houfe  where  (he  had  promifed  to 
meet  him,  he  was  fhown  into  a  room 
where  fome  people  were  convened,  who 
defired  him  to  fit  down.  Is  1—1 
\V - r  here  ?  fays  he.  No,  fays  a  wo¬ 

man  who  fat  next  him,  (he  was  married 
Tart  right.  The  poor  fellow  was  quite 
confounded,  and  ftarting  from  his  feat — 
My  G — d  !  exclaimed  be,  do  you  joke 
me  ?  No,  fays  the  woman,  fhe  was  adlu- 
ally  msrtird  laft  night,  and  there  (point¬ 
ing  to  a  young  man  in  the  room)  fits 
b<.r  hufbaod.  Could  I  fee  her?  layf  he. 


Yes,  fays  the  young  man,  (he  is  in  the , 
bed  behind  you.  Upon  this  the  coopef 
got  up,  and  drawing  afide  the  curtains, 
Tibby,  fays  he,  are  >011  there?  Yes,  faya 
Ihe,  getting  out  of  the  bed-  Are  you 
really  mkrrfed?  fays  he.  Yes,  i  am, 
God  forgive  you,  fays  he,  for  w’hat  you 
have  done  to  me;  upon  which  fhe  burft 
into  tears.  He  immediately  lef^  the 
room,  and  coming  home  was  afhaqied 
to  Ihow  his  facci  ab  he  had  invited  a 
number  of  bis  friends  to  the  i|tarriage»* 
However,  upon  Wednefday  night,  ibe 
cooper  (that  the  provifiou  he  had’ made 
for  the  wedding  might  not  be  loll)  went 
to  Edinburgh  with  another  girl,  ai^  was 
adlu,al1y  married,  and  the  wrilding  is  ta 
be  folcmnized  this  day. — The  run  a  way 
bride  hascofl  him  about  14  I.  of  expences. 
Pray,  could  he  not  profecute  her  f<»r  da¬ 
mage?? — You  rinferting  the  above  (which 
is  true)  in  your  Magazine,  will  oblige  ma¬ 
ny  of  your  readers  in  this  corner. 

Yours, 5cc.  yY  Bachelor.’^ 

It  is  reported  that  gen.  Scott  is  to  be 
one  of  the  candidates  for  member  of  par¬ 
liament  for  this  city  at  the  next  general 
elc^on. 

One  night  laft  week,  two  men  went 
into  a  public-boiifir  in  Crichton >ftrrct» 
and  demanded  a  room,  on  pretence  of 
doing  fome  bnfinefi.  The  landlady,  fee¬ 
ing  them  genteelly  dreffed,  very  obli¬ 
gingly  made  another  company  change 
their  room,  in  order  to  accommodate 
them;  and,  after  ferviug  them  with 
quor,  left  them  alone.  The  biilinefti 
however,  they  had  come  about'waa  of  m 
Angular  nature ;  fc»r  they  had  employcct 
themfeWes  in  fearebinff  her  drawers,  ami 
taking  every  thing  of  value  they  coukl 
properly  conceal  about  them  ;  with 
which,  after  paying  the  reckoniog,  thef 
got  off  undifcuvmd.  This  is  a  fpecien 
of  fraud  well  known  in  England,  but 
new  ill  this  country. 

On  Saturday  morning,  John  Allan, 
wright  ill  Pollocklliaws,  accufed  of 
breaking  into  the  laundry  of  Sir  Jamen 
Maxwell  of  Pollock,  in  the  monih  of 
February  laft,  and  flcaiipg  fcveral  fliirtj, 
and  other  articles,  belonging  to  Six 
James  and  his  fervants;  and  Jamet*  Fer- 
gufon,  alias  Mitchell,  alias  Maxwell,  ac¬ 
cufed  of  robbing  James  Hiflop,  drovtr 
at  Croft  houfe  [P.  158.],  were  earn**  d 
from  the  tolbooth  of  thih  city  to  that  of 
Olafgow,  in  order  to  (land  tiial  before 
the  (treuit  court  of  judiciary,  whicti  fitn 
dowo  there  on  the  hth  ot  Odober  nexU 
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On  Monday  the  following  gentlemen 
had  the  degree  of  do<flor  of  medicine 
conferred  upon  them  by  the  univerfity 
of  Edinburgh,  after  having  gone  through 
their  private  and  public  examinations, 
viz. 

From  England. 

Suhje^s  oj  their  Thefes. 
Mr  J.  Johnftone,  De  angina  maligna. 

r  De  putredine  ani- 
Mr  Geo.  Pcarfon,  <  malihus  pojl  mur^ 
C.  ttm fuperveniente. 
Mr  Rob.  Butler-  J  De  opii  ufu  in  mor^ 

Remmert,  (.  bi$  inflamfuatoriis. 

From  Ireland. 

Mr  Will.  Boyd,  De  diahete. 

Mr  Cha.  New  .man,  De  dyfpipfia. 

Mr  Boyle  Coghlan,  De  plethora. 

Of  Scotland. 

Mr  J.  Ligr.two.,d.  j  «ninainflam. 
^  ^  (  niatorta, 

Mr  WiP.  Wemyfs,  De  ophthalmia. 

It  were  to  be  wilhed,  lays  a  corre- 
fpondent,  that  all  the  iiniverfitics  in 
ScoiIohI  would  f'diow  the  example  of 
the  univerfitv  of  Edinburgh,  in  being  ve¬ 
ry  ftn(5t  in  the  examination  wf  the  candi¬ 
dates  for  degrees  of  doctors  in  medicine, 
as  giving  thefe  degrees  to  ignorant 
people  may  be  attended  with  the  worft 
confequences  It  is  a  common  thing, 
fays  our  correfpondent,  for  perfons  in 
England  to  write  to  St  Andrews  for  de¬ 
grees,  which  they  get  fent  by  poft,  upon 
p;»ying  the  fees,  without  the  fmallefi: 
knowledge  or  inquiry  made  as  to  their 
abilities. 

Ycfterday  afternoon,  John  Brown  and 
James  Wilfon  were  executed  in  the 
Grafs- market,  purl'uant  to  the  fentence 
of  the  high  court  of  judiciary,  for  the 
murder  of  Adam  Thomfon  in  Carnwath- 
muir,  and  their  bodies  delivered  to  the 
profeflbr  of  anatomy  for  diffedtion. — 
They  were  both  only  ab4iut  a6  years  of 
age:  Brown  was  upwards  of  fix  foot 
high,  and  remarkably  droog,  and  both 
of  them  were  well-made.  They  had 
made  feveral  efforts  to  cfcape  from  pri- 
fon,  in  which  they  were  as  often  deft  di¬ 
ed;  but  when  they  found  every  attempt 
vain,  they  feemed  reconciled  to  their 
fate,  and  at  lad,  by  the  afliduity  and  per- 
fii.ifivc  influence  of*  the  clergymen  who 
attended  them,  they  were  brought  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  guilt,  and  a  confeflion  of 
the  crime  for  which  they  were  condemn¬ 
ed.  At  the  place  of  execution  Brown 
addreifed  the  audience  in  a  (hort  but  pa¬ 


thetic  fpeech,  and  both  of  them  behatied 
in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their  unhappy^ 
circumdances^ 

On  the  Mufic  hells  playing  yefierdaj 
forenoon,  prior  to  Brown  and  Wil- 
fon*8  execution^  on  the  Deacons  be* 
ing  prefented  to  Council, 

HAPPY  the  folks  that  rule  the  road  ! 

Our  council-  men  are  chearful ; 

To  mirth  they  now  devote  each  toaft, 
And  bells  fill  evVy  ear  full. 

When  man’s  condemn’d  to  fuffer  death 
For  his  unlicens’d  crimes, 

Indcad  of  pfalms  they  quit  their  breath 
To  merry-making  chimes.  ‘  R.  F. 

Anecdote  of  the  late  Lori  Ferrers* 

DURING  his  confinement  in  the 
Tower,  his  lordihip  was  always  attended 
by  fome  of  the  wardens,  with  whom  he 
generally  converted  very  freely.  One  of 
thofe,  who  was  a  Methodid,  had  ufed 
frequently  to  admonilb  his  lordihip  to 
repentance  after  he  was  convicted.  On 
his  affuring  his  lordihip  very  feiioufly 
one  day  of  the  abfolutc  certainly  of  him^ 
felf  going  to  heaven,  bis  lordihip  re* 
plied,  “  Then  you’ll  very  much  oblige 
me  by  being  hatig’d  in  my  room,  as  / 
am  not  thoroughly  I'atisfied  that  /  fhall 
be  faved.” 

MARRIAGE. 

July  aa.  At  New- York,  Richard 
Montgomery,  Efq;  brother  to  the  coun- 
tefs  of  Raneiagh,  to  Mifs  Livingdon,  el¬ 
ded  daughter  of  the  hon.  Richard  Li¬ 
vingdon,  Efq;  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
fupreme  court  of  judicature  for  that 
province. 

DEATHS*. 

July  — .  In  Jamaica,  lieot.  Samuel 
Price,  nephew  of  lord  Barrington., 

Aug.  aa.  At  London,  the  lady  of 
Henry  Vernon,  Efq;  fider  of  lady  Cud, 
widow  of  the  late  Ipeakcr  of  the  houfc 
of  commons. 

24.  On  Blackheath,  Philip  Burton, 
Efq;  formerly  governor  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina. 

Sept.  9.  At  Monkrig,  near  Hadding¬ 
ton,  James  Stirling,  Elq;  fun  of  the  late 
James  Stirling  c>f  Keir. 

9.  At  Invereighiy,  George  Simfon  of 
Invcreighty,  Efq; 

9.  At  Edinburgh,  Mr  John  Duncan, 
iron-monger. 

13*  At  Haddington,  John  Don, 


